Section I
Reference List

Technical Resources Web Sites

The following are Web Sites you can access for various technical resource information.  You can access this information through the Idaho NRCS Homepage http://www.id.nrcs.usda.gov/ – Technical Resource Hotlink

Aberdeen Plant Materials Center

The Aberdeen (Idaho) Plant Materials Center tests and develops new varieties of grasses and shrubs for use in the Intermountain West. This site contains information about the Center, current studies and activities, plant releases, riparian and wetland tools, technical notes, and plant fact sheets.

National Plant Materials Program

This site provides information on seeding and planting conservation plant species, bioengineering, and a link to the National Plant Database, which provides information on threatened and endangered plants, noxious weeds, and wetland plants.

AgriMet

AgriMet (AGRIcultural and METeorology) is a satellite-based network of automated agricultural weather stations in the Pacific Northwest operated and maintained by the Bureau of Reclamation and supported by other agencies, including NRCS.  Over 50 weather stations in Idaho, Washington, Oregon and Montana collect and transmit the weather data required to model crop water use. This site contains information to help irrigators, agricultural consultants, and irrigation districts use the data to manage irrigation water supplies.

Engineering Technical Resources Download Page

This site has standard drawings, computer programs and technical references used by NRCS field offices to design and apply conservation practices.

Handbooks and Manuals 

National Forestry Handbook, the purpose of the National Forestry Handbook is to provide technical guidance in carrying out forestry and agroforestry activities within the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

National Forestry Manual, The purpose of the National Forestry Manual is to establish policy for forestry and agroforestry activities within the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Environmental Quality Incentives Program Manual, Provides policy, guidance, procedures and information for implementing the Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program. The Natural Resources Conservation Service has overall leadership for the program and also provides technical and education assistance.

Idaho Conservation Practice

The Natural Resources Conservation Service has established standards for conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems. These standards establish the quality requirements for applying the practices to achieve their intended purpose. This site contains national standards approved for use in Idaho as well as standards that NRCS has modified to fit Idaho conditions.

Idaho Nitrate Groundwater Map 

Map of the top 25 nitrate problem groundwater areas in Idaho, prepared by Idaho Department of Environmental Quality. Contact IDEQ for more information. 

Idaho Nitrate Groundwater Map 

Map of the top 25 nitrate problem groundwater areas in Idaho, prepared by Idaho Department of Environmental Quality.  Contact IDEQ for more information.

Customer Service Toolkit

http://www.itc.nrcs.usda.gov/toolkit 

Customer Service Toolkit is a collection of software tools for USDA field employees who work with the public, primarily with farmers and ranchers. It will also be useful to partner agencies, such as conservation Districts and Departments of Natural Resources or others who provide conservation planning and resource assessment information. The purpose of the tools is to help planners provide information to the public that results in conservation on the land. The Toolkit also provides tools for mapping and analyzing natural resource information. Maps are a traditional method of communicating with customers, and the Toolkit makes it easy to develop these maps for customers.

Technical Resources Web Sites (continued)

Idaho Agricultural Statistic and Economic Data Links 

Provides links to University of Idaho crop and livestock budgets, county profile data, statistical data and consumer price index information.

Idaho One Plan Page 

The Idaho One Plan web site is a One-Stop Shop for farmers and ranchers to use to develop their own unique conservation plans for their operations that satisfy all agency requirements. The web site integrates all agency programs, government regulations and conservation planning aids; provides self-help guides to assist in determining whether and how certain programs or regulations apply to their farm or ranch operation; and identifies financial assistance opportunities.

Idaho Snow Survey

The Idaho Snow Survey Program is responsible for the operation of over 100 SNOTEL stations in Idaho, parts of Nevada, Washington and Wyoming and 100 manually measured snow courses.  High elevation climatic data is the basis for producing water supply forecasts January through June each year.  Data available at this site includes SNOTEL data, reservoir storage information, water supply information, precipitation reports, snowpack information, data site information, Idaho climate data, and recreation information.

Practical Streambank Bioengineering Guide

The Practical Stream Bioengineering Guide is a user's guide to natural stream stabilization techniques for the arid and semi-arid Great Basin and Intermountain West.  Bioengineering can simply be defined as increasing the strength and structure of the soil with a combination of biological and mechanical elements.

Stream Corridor Restoration Guide

There's more to a stream than the rushing or meandering water. A stream corridor, or stream valley, is a complex and valuable ecosystem which includes the land, plants, animals, and network of streams within it. This Guide lays the foundation for understanding the physical, chemical and biological characteristics of streams and riparian areas and discusses the components of the planning process.  It also includes techniques for restoration.

Stream Visual Assessment Tool 

This assessment protocol provides a basic level of stream health evaluation. Conservationists with little biological or hydrological training can successfully apply it. It is intended to be conducted with the landowner and incorporates talking points for the conservationist to use during the assessment. NRCS is working on additions to this tool that will be specific to Idaho conditions.

Idaho Noxious Weeds

Idaho has 36 different species of weeds that are designated noxious by state law.  This site contains information on how to identify and control these weeds on your property.
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