USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service
FOTG section III

PACIFIC BASIN AREA – E- FOTG Introduction
E-FOTG: Pacific Basin Area
The NRCS Pacific Basin Area (PBA) office is located on the island of Guam. The PBA office houses the Director and all state level staff.  This office provides technical and administrative support for all field and service offices in the NRCS Pacific Basin Area.  Within the PBA there are five (5) field and/or service offices representing three (3) U.S. Territories and two (2) independent nations.  Each office is lead by a District Conservationist or Resource Conservationist (Palau). Service provided to the Marshall Islands is through the Pacific Basin Area State office staff.
Table 1. E-FOTG and PRMS State codes for the Pacific Basin Area
U.S. FLAG TERRITORIES
SOVEREIGN ISLAND NATIONS

Territory of American Samoa
AS
Republic of Palau
PW

Territory of Guam
GU
Federated States of Micronesia
FM

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
MP
Republic of the Marshall Islands
MH

A comprehensive E-FOTG will be maintained for the Pacific Basin Area as a single entity.  As needed, the PBA E-FOTG will be individualized for each field or service office by designation of folders and/or files using the location codes in Table 1. (i.e. a file titled: GU-MLRA Guidance Documents, would direct the user to information regarding MLRA guidance documents for the island of Guam.
SECTION III
· In Section III, the user will find information on Pacific Basin Area Quality Criteria. Quality Criteria, establish standards for resource conditions that help provide sustained and enhanced use of natural resources in the Pacific Basin Area. Pacific Basin Area quality criteria (8 August 2002) are issued as a DRAFT. Public comment is invited.

· Resource Management Systems (RMS’s) address all identified resource concerns at or above the level of sustainability, taking into account human-cultural, economic and social concerns relative to each of the following natural resources for: Soil; Water; Air; Plants; and Animals, plus Humans (SWAPA+H). 

· Sample RMS’s that treat resource concerns in the field office service area are maintained in Section III. The practices that make up a system are identified in this section. The guidance documents are the result of documentation of actual field experience, measurable criteria and directions provided in the NRCS - National Planning Procedures Handbook. Sample RMS’s for the Pacific Basin Area will be posted at a future date. 

· Quality Criteria for resource treatment at the RMS level are established by NRCS and filed in this section of the FOTG. Criteria are stated in either qualitative or quantitative terms for each resource consideration. Where State and/or local regulations establish more restrictive criteria, those criteria must be used in development of the RMS. 

For users interested in viewing a map of the Pacific Basin Area or a specific island, see E-FOTG Pacific Basin Area maps link in Section I: F. Maps: General: PBA Map Links.
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