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2004 Highlights of Connecticut State Legislation on Invasive Plants

An Act Concerning Fines for Banned Invasive Plants was signed into state law in May 2004.  This act made some modifications to the 2003 law (Public Act 03-136) and presented lists of banned plants. The full text of the new law may be found at www.cga.state.ct.us .   At the top of the page, enter 547 in the Bill Number for the year 2004 and click on the green GO.  Under Text of Bill, click on Public Act No. 04-203.  (To view the 2003 law [Public Act 03-136], change the year to 2003 and enter 1046 for the Number.)
Under Public Act 04-203, the wording of Public Act 03-136 concerning banned plants is amended to include the following (effective October 1, 2004):   no person shall import, move, sell, purchase, transplant, cultivate, or distribute any invasive plants [that are on the banned lists].  The amended wording deleted the word “possess” (because the intent of the law was not to penalize people for plants already existing on their property) and added the word “transplant”.  In addition, the fine for violations relating to the list of banned plants was amended to read “not more than one hundred dollars per plant” (as opposed to “not more than one hundred dollars”).  
The 2003 legislation established an Invasive Plants Council that was directed to publish an annual list of plants considered invasive or potentially invasive in Connecticut and was given the authority to recommend to the state General Assembly that certain plants on the list be banned.  As of October 1, 2003, it became illegal for state agencies, departments, and institutions to purchase any plant (whether or not banned) that is listed by the Council as invasive or potentially invasive.  In Connecticut, the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service avoids use of all plants listed as invasive or potentially invasive by the Connecticut Invasive Plants Council.  The complete 2004 list of invasive and potentially invasive plants may be viewed at http://invasives.eeb.uconn.edu/ipane/ctcouncil/CT_Invasive_Plant_List.htm .
Below, in alphabetical order by common name, is the complete list of invasive plants BANNED by the 2003 and 2004 legislation.  For plants followed by 2003, the ban already is in effect.  For plants followed by 2004, the ban goes into effect October 1, 2004.  For plants followed by 2005, the ban goes into effect October 1, 2005.  In the past, some now-banned plants were sold for a variety of uses.   Note that several of the plants are listed in alphabetical order by the common name of the genus; for example, Oriental Bittersweet appears as “Bittersweet, Oriental”.  In addition, the common name of some plants falsely suggests the plant is in a particular genus when really it is not.  For example, Autumn Olive is not really an Olive; and Garlic Mustard is in its own genus separate from other Mustards.  Therefore, be advised to search for plants by their common name as spoken (e. g., “Garlic Mustard” or “Autumn Olive”) as well as by the name of their genus (e. g., “Bittersweet, Oriental” or “Loosestrife, Purple”).
	COMMON NAME
	SCIENTIFIC NAME
	ALTERNATE NAME # 1
	ALT. NAME # 2
	DATE

	Autumn Olive
	Elaeagnus umbellata
	
	
	2004

	Barberry, Common
	Berberis vulgaris
	
	
	2004

	Bittercress, Narrowleaf
	Cardamine impatiens
	
	
	2004

	Bittersweet, Oriental
	Celastrus orbiculatus
	Asiatic Bittersweet
	
	2004

	Bluegrass, Canada
	Poa compressa
	
	
	2004

	Brome-grass, Drooping
	Bromus tectorum
	Cheatgrass
	
	2004

	Buckthorn, Common
	Rhamnus cathartica
	
	
	2004

	Buttercup, Fig
	Ranunculus ficaria
	Lesser Celandine
	
	2004

	Coltsfoot
	Tussilago farfara
	
	
	2004

	Common Reed
	Phragmites australis
	Phragmites
	
	2004

	Crested Late-summer Mint
	Elsholtzia ciliata
	Elsholtzia
	
	2004

	Cup Plant
	Silphium perfoliatum
	
	
	2004

	Dame's Rocket
	Hesperis matronalis
	
	
	2004

	Egeria
	Egeria densa
	Anacharis
	Brazilian Waterweed
	2003

	False Indigo
	Amorpha fruticosa
	
	
	2004

	Fanwort
	Cabomba caroliniana
	
	
	2003

	Floating Heart, Yellow
	Nymphoides peltata
	
	
	2005

	Flowering Rush
	Butomus umbellatus
	
	
	2005

	Forget-me-not
	Myosotis scorpioides
	True Forget-me-not
	Water Scorpion-grass
	2005

	Garden Heliotrope
	Valeriana officinalis
	Valerian
	
	2004

	Garden Ivy
	Glechoma hederacea
	Run-Away Robin
	Gill-over-the-ground
	2004

	Garlic Mustard
	Alliaria petiolata
	
	
	2004

	Giant Hogweed
	Heracleum mantegazzianum
	
	
	2004

	Goutweed
	Aegopodium podagraria
	
	
	2005

	Hairy Jointgrass
	Arthraxon hispidus
	Small Carpgrass
	
	2004

	Honeysuckle, Amur
	Lonicera maackii
	
	
	2004

	Honeysuckle, Bell's
	Lonicera X bella
	Belle Honeysuckle
	
	2004

	Honeysuckle, Dwarf
	Lonicera xylosteum
	European Fly-honeysuckle
	
	2005

	Honeysuckle, Japanese
	Lonicera japonica
	
	
	2005

	Honeysuckle, Morrow's
	Lonicera morrowii
	
	
	2004

	Honeysuckle, Tatarian
	Lonicera tatarica
	
	
	2005

	Hops, Japanese
	Humulus japonicus
	
	
	2004

	Hydrilla
	Hydrilla verticillata
	
	
	2003

	Iris, Yellow
	Iris pseudacorus
	
	
	2005

	Japanese Stilt Grass
	Microstegium vimineum
	
	
	2004

	Jewelweed, Ornamental
	Impatiens glandulifera
	Tall Impatiens
	
	2004

	Jimson Weed
	Datura stramonium
	
	
	2004

	Knapweed, Spotted
	Centaurea biebersteinii
	Centaurea maculosa
	
	2004

	Knotweed, Bristle
	Polygonum caespitosum
	Smartweed
	
	2004

	Knotweed, Giant
	Polygonum sachalinense
	Fallopia sachalinensis
	
	2004

	Knotweed, Japanese
	Polygonum cuspidatum
	Fallopia japonica
	
	2004

	Kochia, Common
	Kochia scoparia
	Summer Cypress
	Fireweed
	2004

	Kudzu-vine
	Pueraria montana
	Pueraria lobata
	
	2004

	Loosestrife, Garden
	Lysimachia vulgaris
	
	
	2005

	Loosestrife, Purple
	Lythrum salicaria
	
	
	2005

	Mannagrass, Reed
	Glyceria maxima
	Tall Mannagrass
	
	2004

	Maple, Sycamore
	Acer pseudoplatanus
	
	
	2004

	Mile-a-minute Vine
	Polygonum perfoliatum
	
	
	2004

	Nightshade, Bittersweet
	Solanum dulcamara
	Cliimbing Nightshade
	
	2004

	Parrotfeather
	Myriophyllum aquaticum
	
	
	2005

	Pepperweed, Perennial
	Lepidium latifolium
	Tall Pepperwort
	
	2004

	Pondweed, Curly Leaved
	Potamogeton crispus
	Curly Pondweed
	
	2003

	Poplar, White
	Populus alba
	
	
	2004

	Princess Tree
	Paulownia tomentosa
	Empress-tree
	
	2004

	Privet, Border
	Ligustrum obtusifolium
	
	
	2005

	Ragged Robin
	Lychnis flos-cuculi
	
	
	2004

	Ragwort
	Senecio jacobaea
	Tansy Ragwort
	Stinking Willie
	2004

	Rose, Multiflora
	Rosa multiflora
	
	
	2004

	Russian Olive
	Elaeagnus angustifolia
	
	
	2004

	Salvinia, Giant
	Salvinia molesta
	
	
	2005

	Scotch Thistle
	Onopordum acanthium
	
	
	2004

	Sedge, Japanese
	Carex kobomugi
	
	
	2004

	Sheep Sorrel
	Rumex acetosella
	
	
	2004

	Slender Snake Cotton
	Froelichia gracilis
	Cottonweed
	
	2004

	Spurge, Cypress
	Euphorbia cyparissias
	
	
	2004

	Spurge, Leafy
	Euphorbia esula
	
	
	2004

	Swallow-wort, Black
	Cynanchum louiseae
	Vincetoxicum nigrum
	Cynanchum nigrum
	2004

	Swallow-wort, Pale
	Cynanchum rossicum
	Vincetoxicum rossicum
	Pale Swallow-wort
	2004

	Thistle, Canada
	Cirsium arvense
	
	
	2004

	Tree of Heaven
	Ailanthus altissima
	
	
	2004

	Water Chestnut
	Trapa natans
	
	
	2003

	Water Lettuce
	Pistia stratiotes
	
	
	2005

	Water Lotus, American
	Nelumbo lutea
	American Lotus-lily
	
	2005

	Water Milfoil, Eurasian
	Myriophyllum spicatum
	
	
	2003

	Water Milfoil, Variable
	Myriophyllum heterophyllum
	
	
	2003

	Waterclover, European
	Marsilea quadrifolia
	Water Shamrock
	
	2005

	Watercress
	Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum
	True Watercress
	Nasturtium officinale
	2005

	  except for Watercress sold for human consumption without its reproductive structure
	
	

	Water-nymph, Brittle
	Najas minor
	Water-nymph, Eutrophic
	
	2005

	Water-starwort, Pond
	Callitriche stagnalis
	
	
	2005

	Wineberry
	Rubus phoenicolasius
	
	
	2004

	Yellowcress, Onerow
	Rorippa microphylla
	Narrow-fruited Watercress
	One-rowed Watercr.
	2005


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).   To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.                                         May  2004
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