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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

A properly operated and maintained hillside ditch system is an asset to your farm.  The hillside ditch system was designed and installed to help protect downslope areas from erosion.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 5 years.  The life span of this system can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require performance of periodic maintenance and operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  A good operation and maintenance program includes:

· Maintain hillside ditch capacity, storage, supporting ridge height and outlets.

· Redistribute sediment build up.  If possible, correct sediment source.

· Repair or replace damaged hillside ditch components.

· Remove debris, liter, and excess vegetation accumulation from ditches and outlet facilities.

· Support ridges, especially those with steep back slopes, can be very hazardous to humans and livestock. Maintain good vegetation on all slopes to help control erosion and stabilize slope conditions.

· Control vegetation, trees and brush with grazing and use of approved herbicides, or mechanical means.

· Provide for periodic inspections, especially immediately following storms providing a 10-year frequency or greater runoff.  Prompt repair or replacement of damaged components is necessary.

Special Operation and Maintenance Requirements: 
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