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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

A properly operated and maintained livestock water pipeline is an asset to the farm or ranch.  This facility was designed and installed to provide water for livestock.  Estimated life span for this installation is at least 20-30 years.  Life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require performance of periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance.  A good operation and maintenance program includes:

· Check all above ground connections, valves, gates, rodent guards, inlets and outlets to make sure they are functioning properly.  Check troughs and pipelines for leaks or cracks and repair or replace immediately, if necessary.

· Check all vents, pressure relief, air-vacuum valves each year prior to filling pipeline to ensure that they are clear of debris and are not stuck in a closed or open position.  

· Make certain the area adjacent to the trough is well protected with gravel, paving, or good cover.  Be sure that the outlet pipe has a free outlet and is not causing any serious erosion problems.

· Maintain, where necessary, coverings and insulation to prevent damage by freezing.  In the fall drain pipelines not designed for winter operation.

· Maintain backfill cover over the top of the pipe.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock damage.

Special operation and maintenance requirements 
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