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T e c h n i c a l  S o i l  D e s c r i p t i o n s

Technical soil descriptions describe the characteristics or properties (physical and
chemical) of the soil including the parent material in which it formed. A pedon, a small
three-dimensional area of the soil, serves as the reference point for the technical or soil
series description. The soil description compares the soil to similar and other nearby soils
and also includes a range of important characteristics. The detailed description method
follows standards outlined in the Soil Survey Manual and many of the technical terms
used in the description are defined in Soil Taxonomy.

Counties with Published Soil Surveys

Technical soil descriptions are located in the county soil survey descriptive legend.

Counties without Published Soil Surveys

Technical soil descriptions can be found in adjacent county published soil survey
descriptive legends or at our Official Soil Series Description web site.

This section includes:
• (a) Classification of the soils

http://www.statlab.iastate.edu/soils/osd/
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