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April 2, 2003

TECHNICAL GUIDE NOTICE AL-295

This notice transmits revisions to the FOTG.  

NOTE 1.:  Revisions to the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) Section IV have been posted on the Alabama NRCS home page at the new electronic Field Office Technical Guide (e-FOTG) address listed below.  Click on this address and then click on the Technical Guide Standard or Guide Sheet needed.  

http://efotg.nrcs.usda.gov/toc.aspx?CatID=321





If you maintain a FOTG, print these guide sheets and standards and file them in your 3-ring binder.  Hard copies will not be sent.

NOTE 2.:  In order for all the technical information to be in one place on the e-FOTG, the guide sheets have been placed with the Technical Guide Standards on the e-FOTG.  Guide sheets can be accessed at the same website above.  

SECTION I - REFERENCES - CONSERVATION PLANNING REFERENCE

11-4 - National Planning Procedures Handbook - Guide Sheets

Alabama Guide Sheet No. AL 521B/C - Sealing a Pond with Additives (January 03).

FILING

Guide Sheets - File the guide sheet at the end (or in a separate binder) of the National Planning Procedures Handbook.  

SECTION IV - STANDARDS AND SPECIFICATIONS
INDEX - Make pen and ink changes to the Index as follows:

Change date of the following standards:


Animal Trails and Walkways - Code 575 from November 1997 to April 2003.


Composting Facility - Code 317 from January 2002 to March 2003.


Dam Diversion - Code 348 from April 1979 to January 2003.


Irrigation Land Leveling - Code 464 from July 1982 to January 2003.


Irrigation Regulating Reservoir - Code 552 from April 1981 to January 2003.


Irrigation Storage Reservoir - Code 436 from May 1979 to April 2003.


Obstruction Removal - Code 500 from September 1989 to January 2003.


Pond - Code 378 from June 2001 to March 2003.


Precision Land Forming - Code 462 from October 1989 to April 2003.


Row Arrangement - Code 557 from September 1989 to April 2003.

Remove and either discard or archive.  The following standards have been withdrawn.  


Drainage Land Grading (462), May 1979.


Land Reclamation, Fire Control (451), June 1984.


Land Reclamation, Highwall Treatment (456), June 1984.


Land Reclamation, Subsidence Treatment (454), June 1984.


Pond Sealing or Lining, Asphalt-Sealed Fabric Liner (521E), October 1977.


Pond Sealing or Lining, Cationic Emulsion-Waterborne Sealant (521D), October 1977.

DESCRIPTION OF CHANGES


Animal Trails and Walkways (575) - Revised to be consistent with updated national standard.  Criteria and Considerations sections clarified use of associated practices Access Road (560) and Heavy Use Area Protection (561).


Composting Facility (317) - Revised to follow the revisions in the national standard and to add guidance for the use of a rotary drum composter.


Dam Diversion (348) - National standard updated the definition was revised and additional considerations were added.  State standard updated to be consistent with the new national standard.


Irrigation Land Leveling (464) - New standard issued to be consistent with the new national standard.

Irrigation Regulating Reservoir (552) - Irrigation Pit or Regulating Reservoir (Irrigation Pit) - Code 552A and Irrigation Pit or Regulating Reservoir (Regulating Reservoir) - Code 552B have been incorporated into the new standard, Irrigation Regulating Reservoir - Code 552.  New standard issued to be consistent with new national standard.  Consideration section added; Operation and Maintenance section added specifying minimum provisions; Criteria section added "Improve offsite water quality" as a purpose and additional criteria for storage for tailwater recovery and reuse.


Irrigation Storage Reservoir (436) - National standard completely rewritten.  Revised state standard updated to be consistent with revised national standard.  Definition changed to include "embankment, or pit" and the addition of several Considerations and an Operation and Maintenance section.


Obstruction Removal (500) - National standard was updated to the current format and state was updated to be consistent with the national standard.


Pond (378) - National standard updates include design tables for required pipe strength have been replaced with generic design criteria to enable use of wider range of pipe materials.  Additional information has been added on geologic investigations, cultural resources, and fish and wildlife habitat considerations.  See attachment for list of updates to state standard.


Precision Land Forming (462) - National standard updated to reduce the number of purposes to avoid overlapping the requirement of other standard.  Consideration and Operation and Maintenance sections have been added.  State standard updated to be consistent with national standard.


Row Arrangement (557) - Revised to be consistent with the updated national standard.  Definition has been changed to better describe the practice.

Replace:  


Animal Trails and Walkways - Code 575 from November 1997 to April 2003.


Composting Facility - Code 317 dated January 2000 with standard dated March 2003.


Dam Diversion - Code 348 dated April 1979 with standard dated January 2003.


Irrigation Land Leveling - Code 464 dated July 1982 with standard dated January 2003.

Irrigation Pit or Regulating Reservoir (Irrigation Pit) - Code 552A and Irrigation Pit or Regulating Reservoir (Regulating Reservoir) - Code 552B dated April 1981 with Irrigation Regulating Reservoir - Code 552 standard dated January 2003.

Irrigation Storage Reservoir - Code 436 - May 1979 with standard dated April 2003.


Obstruction Removal - Code 500 dated September 1989 with standard dated January 2003.


Pond - Code 378 dated June 2001 with standard dated March 2003.


Precision Land Forming - Code 462 dated October 1989 with standard dated April 2003.


Row Arrangement - Code 557 dated September 1989 with standard dated April 2003.
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PERRY L. OAKES
ASTC-FO (North, East, and West)

State Conservation Engineer
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State Resource Conservationist

cc:
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Record File Copy

The Natural Resources Conservation Service works hand-in-hand with

the American people to conserve natural resources on private lands.                               AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

