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SECTION IV – Practice Standards and Specifications

INTRODUCTION – Standards and Specifications

This section consists of the National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP) and Pacific Basin supplements to the handbook. The contents include the guidelines used to develop NRCS conservation practice standards, an alphabetical list of conservation practices, the practice standards in the same order, practice specifications and practice job sheets. Although these standards, specifications and job sheets have been prepared primarily for use by NRCS personnel, they are available for others having an interest in or a responsibility for natural resource conservation activities.

· Section IV of the Pacific Basin FOTG contains five sub-sections. These are:

· Introduction

· Index of Conservation Practices

· Conservation Practice Standards and Specifications

· Job Sheets

· Technical Tools

Index of Conservation Practices

The Index of Conservation Practices is maintained by the Pacific Basin’s State Technical Guide Committee (STGC). Each time a standard or specification is updated or approved for use within the Pacific Basin a new index will be issued.

Conservation Practice Standards and Specifications

The National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP) establishes national standards for conservation practices commonly used to treat natural resource problems (soil, water, air, plant, and animal). Each national practice standard includes the following components: name; unit of measurement; code number; definition; purposes; conditions where practice applies; criteria and considerations.

Conservation practice standards are based on research, conservation field trials, and accumulated knowledge and experience. Practices are combined to make up resource management systems in accordance with policy in 450-GM (Part-401). Practice standards establish the quality requirements for applying the practice to achieve its intended purposes. Standards in the NHCP can be used directly or the individual sections can be supplemented to adapt the requirements to state or local needs. Standards guide the preparation of specifications for individual practice applications on specific field sites. Specifications themselves are not part of practice standards. 

There is a single PBA approved conservation standard component specification used to support a single Pacific Basin Practice Standard. 

Component specifications are based on research, field trials, and accumulated knowledge and experience. Practice components were developed to meet the requirements for applying the practice to achieve its intended purposes. Component specifications are used to guide the preparation of specifications for individual practice applications on specific field sites. 

Practice Job Sheets 

All PBA approved conservation planning practice job sheets are used to design, implement and manage conservation practices. The job sheets may include drawings, practice specifications, operation and maintenance worksheets and other practice planning/design sheets. In the Pacific Basin, all Practice Job Sheets are maintained apart as a unique document distinct from the Field Office Technical Guide: Standard Details & Job Sheets.
Technical Tools
All PBA approved conservation planning technical tools, including Technical Notes are used to support planners in guiding the conservation planning process. Technical tools and Technical Notes may include web or computer based technical tools, plant fact sheets, agronomy or forestry guidance, etc. In the Pacific Basin, all Technical Tools (i.e. Technical Notes) are maintained apart as a unique document distinct from the Field Office Technical Guide: Technical Tools and Notes.
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