
Job Sheet MT660-JS1

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MT-ECS-660
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
03/2004
TREE/SHRUB PRUNING    (acre)
CODE  660
MONTANA CONSERVATION PRACTICE JOB SHEET

landowner
field / management unit
date

legal description
contract item number
area (acre)
job class
purpose
(
Improve the appearance of trees or shrubs, e.g., ornamental plants and Christmas trees.

(
Improve the quality of wood products.

(
Improve the production of plant products, e.g., nuts, fruits, boughs, and tips.

(
Reduce fire and/or safety hazards.

(
Improve the growth and vigor of understory plants.

(
Adjust the foliage and branching density for other specific intents, such as wind and snow control, noise abatement, access control, and visual screens.
tree/shrub pruning(general  (all purposes)
pruning techniques:
(
hardwood pruning 
(
conifer pruning
pruning tools:
(
pruning shears
(
loppers



(
pole saws
(
bow saws



(
chain saws


(
other  


time of pruning:
(
dormant period
(
active growing period


(november(march)  
extent of pruning:
(
less than 1/3 of crown
(
less than 1/2 of total height
Job Sheet MT660-JS2

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MT-ECS-660(2)
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
03/2004

pruning or shearing(christmas trees
pruning:
(
slow growth

extent of pruning:
(
lower branches of crown
(
about 1/2 of total height
shearing:
(
improve crown symmetry 
(
improve crown shape 

beginning period:
(
3 to 5 years old
(
leader growth >12 inches  




(~3 feet in height)

extent:
(
every other year
(
until marketed

period:
(
pines
(
spruces and firs



july through august

november through march

taper:
(
about 40 to 70 percent

leaders:
(
cut leader
(
remove extra leaders




to about 8 to 12 inches
pruning(growth and vigor
pruning period:
(
dormant season (november through march)
health and vigor:
(
remove dead and diseased branches

(
clean tools between cuts
flowering shrubs:
(
following blooming period  
pruning(improve quality of wood products
species:
(
ponderosa pine

 (in order of priority)
(
lodgepole  pine, 15 to 25 years old

(
western larch


(
douglas fir

pruning period:
(
dormant season (november through march)

extent:
(
50 to 100 crop trees per acre 

(
grow to maturity (hold tress at least 20 years)
size:
(
when tree diameters are 4 to 10 inches diameter breast high

height:
(
up to height of 18 feet

(
do not remove over 1/3 of the live crown
pruning(reduce fire and/or safety hazards
recreational use areas height:
(
prune up to height of 8 to 12 feet 

hazardous fuel reduction:
(
prune trees to 3 times the hieght of surrounding shrubs
Job Sheet MT660-JS3

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MT-ECS-660(3)
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
03/2004
job sketch
Attached Plan Map
(
yes
(
no
attached specifications
394(Firebreak 
(
yes
(
no
666(Forest Stand Improvement
(
yes
(
no

additional notes
operations and maintenance

(
Periodically inspect plant condition and take additional actions as necessary, 
e.g., additional pruning, pest management, and forest stand improvement.

APPROVALS:

NRCS Conservationist
job approval authority
Date
Producer
Date

Job Sheet MT660-JS4

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
MT-ECS-660(4)
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
03/2004
Installation Certification:

Species Pruned: 
______________________________

Type of Pruning: 


Period of Pruning: 

Adequate 

Height of Pruning: 
feet
Adequate 

Proper Pruning Technique:  ____ Hardwood
____ Conifer
Adequate 

Amount of Crown Remaining: 


Adequate 

Number of Crop Trees Pruned: 
 trees/acre

Adequate 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT:

I hereby certify that this practice has been installed in accordance with NRCS standards and specifications.

NRCS Conservationist
job approval authority
Date

Date
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