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CONSERVATION PRACTICE SUPPORT DOCUMENTATION

PRESCRIBED GRAZING

CODE 528A 

PART I – DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS

A. Design Investigations
Not Applicable

B. Design Surveys

Not Applicable

C. Environmental Inventory

1. TN-CPA-25 (Environmental Evaluation Form).

D. Design Procedures

Not Applicable

E. Construction Plans

1. Location map, field numbers, acres planned.

2. Plan view.

3. Paddock system - fence placement.

4. Water system.

F. Installation Layout

1. Fence and Watering Facility layout will be addressed under those practices.

G. Installation/Performance Certification

Documentation (Required):

Statement of Compliance - When practice is completed according to plans and specifications, record that the practice meets plans and specifications, the date applied, and applicable acres.  If any modifications occurred, document them.

1. The graze.xls program, Grazing Lands Application (GLA) Module, or equivalent forage balance worksheet must be completed.  Balance the monthly livestock demand with the cumulative quantity of forage produced or brought in.

2. A minimum of two pastures or paddocks is needed to apply prescribed grazing, or livestock may be moved from one tract to another.

3. The forage resource shall meet the landowner's objectives, and the desired plants should be healthy.  Eighty (80) percent or more of the forage in a management unit is maintained at or above the ending height listed in Table 1 of the Prescribed Grazing Standard.
4. Exception – No more than 20 percent of the total grazing acreage at any one time should be grazed lower than the heights listed to terminate grazing in Table 1 (i.e., in a five-paddock rotation, one paddock may be grazed closer than heights listed in Table 1).

5. The body condition of livestock is adequate to meet the producer’s desired production and the animals are healthy, 90 percent of the livestock having a body condition score of five or better {see Table 2 of the Prescribed Grazing Standard (528A)}.

H. Documentation (Optional)

1. Paddock size using Conservation Planning Aids, Cowboy Math (optional).

2. Estimated net return per cow - Conservation Planning Aids/Grazing Helps/Net Return Per Cow.xls.

PART II - REFERENCES

1. State FOTG, Section IV, Prescribed Grazing (528A) Practice Standard.

2. Tennessee Prescribed Grazing (528A) Fact Sheet.

3. Tennessee Prescribed Grazing (528A) Technical Note.
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