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Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds are strips of volunteer vegetation around field edges that provide valuable nesting and brood cover for bobwhite quail and other wildlife, protect water quality and support integrated pest management.

The CRP Continuous Signup allows enrollment of land throughout the year in this important wildlife conservation practice.
How Much Money’s At Stake?
The CRP payment will be based on soil rental rate, signing incentive, maintenance payment, and practice incentive, if applicable.  Cost sharing for the required habitat management is also available.  These CRP contracts run for 10-years.

Who and What’s Eligible?

Land owners or tenants may enroll in CRP.  Land must have been cropped in at least four years during 1996 to 2001.
Need More Information?

Contact a local office of the USDA’s Farm Service Agency for information about your eligibility, the actual payments you might receive from a CRP contract, and other questions about upland bird habitat buffers.


What’s Expected?
Keeping fallow, volunteer vegetation buffer strips with an average width between 30 and 120 feet.

Controlling woody plants and managing habitat using one or more of the following methods on 1/3 to 1/2 of the buffer each year: 
· fall or winter discing, or

· prescribed burning, or

· spot-applied herbicide

Using 1-inch by 5-foot (or larger) pipes, driven at least 1-foot into the soil to identify buffer edges, provide “aiming sticks” for equipment operators, and identify management areas. 

Controlling woody plants, and exotic gasses like tall fescue, Bermuda grass (a.k.a. wiregrass), and bahia grass.

Using a cool season small grain cover crop, like wheat, where needed to protect soil from erosion.

Important Limits
Buffers are not wildlife food plots.

Buffers are not for production of hay, forage, or crops; and are not for turn rows, roads, or storage areas for crops or equipment.

Buffers are protected from any disturbance during the nesting season (April 15- September 15).
Specification for CP33    
The planner must ensure these specifications meet CP33 guidelines and applicable criteria of NRCS e-FOTG 386 and 647.
Landowner_______________________________________   Field number_______________
	Establishment


	· Establish Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds at locations indicated on the attached layout map, according to the specifications provided below.

· Use pipes, or sticks to identify buffer edges, and provide “aiming sticks” for equipment operators.

	Specifications 
(locations indicated on map, below)
	Buffer Section 1
	Buffer Section 2
	Buffer Section 3
	Buffer Section 4
	Total

	Buffer width (average)
	ft.
	ft.
	ft.
	ft.
	ft.

	Buffer length 
	ft.
	ft.
	ft.
	ft.
	ft.

	Buffer area
	 ac.
	ac.
	ac.
	ac.
	ac.

	Seed with:
	
	
	
	
	

	Seeding rate: 
	 /acre
	/acre
	/acre
	/acre
	/acre

	Lime
	tons/acre
	tons/acre
	tons/acre
	tons/acre
	tons/acre

	Fertilizer formula:  __- __ - __
	lbs./acre
	lbs./acre
	lbs./acre
	lbs./acre
	lbs./acre

	(Check this row when furnishing a spec. for perennial wildlife vegetation)

Specifications are provided on the attached Upland Wildlife Habitat Management jobsheet
	
	
	
	
	

	Convert existing exotic vegetation to habitat by applying an approved herbicide according to its label’s instructions.
	
	
	
	
	


Map  Scale 1”=________ ft.    (N/A indicates sketch is not to scale.)    Grid size is ¼” x ¼”.    Check here ____ if a photo map is attached.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Management Specifications- 

	Begin management in the year following practice establishment according to the following specification:

1. Control woody plants and manage habitat using one or more of the following methods on 
____1/3 or ____1/2 of the buffer each year during Oct. – Feb: 
 (check applicable space)
· lightly disk to chop and stir plant residue (leaving about 50% ground cover remaining), or

· prescribed burn, or

· spot-apply an approved herbicide according to its label directions.

Example:  The buffer shown below is divided into 3 zones. Woody vegetation is controlled by lightly disking 1/3 of its area each fall.  If woody vegetation becomes a problem more quickly then the buffer should be divided in half and disking should occur on one half each year.
Zone 1
Disk in Fall of years 1, 4, and 7

Zone 2
Disk in Fall of years 2, 5, and 8

Cropland
Zone 3
Disk in Fall of years 3, 6, and 9

2. Control tall fescue, Bermuda grass (a.k.a. wire grass), and Bahia grass, throughout the buffer using an approved herbicide according to its label directions.

3. Plant a cool season small grain cover crop, like wheat, only where necessary to prevent soil erosion on disked strips.

4. Keep the amount of trees and shrubs at or below 10% of the total canopy cover.  Woody vines may comprise up to 25% of the total groundcover.


	Maintenance Specifications- 

	1. Maintain original width and length of the buffer.

2. Protect buffers from disking, mowing, and fire during the nesting season (April 15- September 15).

3. Annually use pipes, or sticks to identify buffer edges, provide “aiming sticks” for equipment operators, and divide buffer length into management zones. 

4. Do not plant wildlife food plots in buffers.

5. Do not use buffers for production of hay, forage, or crops.

6. Do not use buffers for turn rows, roads, or storage areas for crops or equipment.
7. Inspect for erosion after major storms, remove accumulated sediment and re-grade washouts, stabilize repaired area by planting a small grain cover crop.














Upland Bird Habitat Buffer





Highest rental and cost-sharing rates


Automatic enrollment for eligible acres


Easy enrollment at any time


Land owners or renters may enroll


Low cost to establish


10-year rental contracts


Maintains agricultural use value
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