Revision: 4/30/2003     

State Office Receipt Date: _____________


ME-CR-1

NRCS PRELIMINARY CULTURAL RESOURCES REVIEW WORKSHEET

This worksheet shall be used for all projects, programs, and activities for which NRCS helps to fund or provides controlling technical assistance.  Included are conservation planning, RC&D, and Emergency Watershed Program actions, as well as the Environmental Evaluation procedure for all undertakings.  See national Cultural Resources Policy GM-420, Part 401.2, for definition of “undertaking.”  Conservation practices exempt from cultural resources reviews under the current State Level Agreement need to be recorded only through item No. 1 of this worksheet; field offices then retain the worksheet on the exempted practices in project files.
Landowner/RC&D sponsor name(s)______________________________________   Date  _____/_____/____

Full mailing address________________________________________________________________________




No.        Street                                                         Town                                              State                                     Zip

Location of Undertaking_____________________________________________________________________





Road



Town



County

NRCS Planner/Title____________________________________Office_______________________________

Plan No., Tract No., or other file ID____________ Funding Source/Code:__________Cost shared:__________

Do you want sensitivity analysis for the entire farm or tract(s) to indicate where future undertakings might affect significant cultural resources?  (Sensitivity analysis may be useful when multiple undertakings are planned—perhaps over a number of years—or there is flexibility in project location.) Yes___     
Specify the land areas for analysis and list any currently planned undertakings: 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________. Go to No. 4.

No___

Answer Nos. 1 to 5.

1. Undertakings.   List each proposed undertaking by conservation practice name, practice code, dimensions (length, width, depth, height), and acreage of area of potential effects (APE, rounded to nearest 0.1 acre).  Indicate when several construction practices are used together for a single undertaking (e.g., a streambank protection project including construction of an access road and filter strip). 

Name                                   Code           Dimensions


      
                       Acreage



________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________.           
Describe construction details related to potential effects on historic properties: ______________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Date proposed for signing contract for first undertaking: ____________________________.

Date proposed for implementing first undertaking: ________________________________.

Go to No. 2.

2. Conditions.  Describe current and past landuse in the APE: _____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Based on interviewing the landowner/sponsor, is the entire APE on fill or previously disturbed to a depth below any impact of the undertaking?  YES _______   NO _______     Note:  You may check YES for plowzones only when the undertaking involves continuing previous tillage practices.
If YES, describe how and why there is disturbance and proceed to No. 4:   ________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

if NO, go to No. 3.

3. Natural and cultural setting.

a. Is the location of any undertaking within 150 feet of a coastal shoreline, river, potentially canoeable stream, lake, natural pond, spring, peat bog, marsh, old channel, terrace margin or floodplain?

   YES _____________  NO__________

If YES, describe: ____________________________________________________________

Also, describe the APE with respect to physiography and the position of nearby landforms (hills, terraces, glacial features, etc.): __________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________


      
___________________________________________________________________________

For ocean, bay, or lower estuarine settings, is the total APE only 150 feet or less landward from the top of the bank?     YES _____________  NO_____________

(If YES, see the Coastal Supplement to this Worksheet and contact the CRC.)  

b. Is the soil of the APE attractive for prehistoric settlement?  YES _____  NO _____.  Note:  Check YES only if available Soil Survey data indicate that the soil is alluvial, glaciofluvial, or derived from fine sand, sand, gravelly sand, or gravel and all of the following conditions apply: the soils are not extremely stony, extremely bouldery, or rubbly; the soils are not poorly or very poorly drained; the slopes are not 10% or more.

From your site visit, note any obvious inclusions in the APE of soils different from those mapped, and describe the topography: ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Note the Soil Survey map unit symbol(s) and complete names: ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

c. Is there evidence of a stone or brick foundation, an old stone wall, or a dug well at least 50 years old, or an unusual depression or mound of soil or stone in the APE?  YES_______ NO _______



If YES, describe: _____________________________________________________________

d. Does the landowner/sponsor or others have knowledge of or suspect historic or prehistoric cultural material(s) in the vicinity of the undertaking(s)?  
YES_____ NO ______

If YES, describe: ______________________________________________________________

4. Architectural Resources.   Use information from a visual reconnaissance, an interview with the landowner/sponsor, and a check of the current online version of the National Register of Historic Places to answer the following question.  Are there architectural resources (buildings, structures, objects, landscape sites or districts) at least 50 years old within the tract(s) indicated for sensitivity analysis or within the APE that will be directly (modified, repaired, etc.) or indirectly (e.g., visually impacted) affected by the undertaking?                            YES____ NO ____

If NO, then no further architectural review is needed.  If YES, attach to this worksheet for each affected resource 1) a Maine Historic Preservation Commission Historic Building/Structure Survey Form (with completed street address, town, and county only); 2) a numbered photograph (preferably showing at least one corner of a building); and 3) a map depicting the location of both the architectural resource(s), the APE, and the spots where photographs were taken.
For YES or NO, go to No. 5.

5. Review documentation.    
If the answers to questions 3a-3d and 4 are all NO, then no further cultural resource assessment is needed.  Place this worksheet in project file and proceed, being alert to potential discoveries during other planning or construction.  SEND A PHOTOCOPY OF THIS WORKSHEET--WITH ATTACHED USGS QUADRANGLE SHOWING THE APE--TO THE CRC WITHIN 14 DAYS FOR REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION OF UNDERTAKING.  

If you are requesting a sensitivity analysis or if the answer to one or more questions 3a-3d or 4 is YES, then send two copies of this Worksheet and the following attachments to the CRC for further review, consultation, or investigation.

Needed attachments: USGS quadrangle(s)________ (name of  USGS quad[s] _______________

_______________________), Soil Survey map(s)________ , Soil Survey legend______ , and aerial photo(s)________ /plan map(s)_______.

Clearly show the APE on each map and photograph and be sure to indicate complete construction limits, sources of fill, access roads, and other direct and indirect (e.g., visual) impact areas.  Do not use red or yellow ink/pencil since these colors do not photocopy.

Photos of the APE may be helpful for review of this Worksheet and could be requested at a later date.  Call the CRC if you have any questions.










