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Conditions that require ACTION TO ESTABLISH AND/OR MAINTAIN PROPER VEGETATIVE COVER

1. Undesirable plants are interfering with the establishment/survival of desirable grasses/sedges/rushes/legumes/forbs and/or maintaining open water and mud flats.

2. Undesirable plants, such as trees or undesirable species such as reed canarygrass, cattails, or river bulrush, are taking over or encroaching

3. Noxious weeds are present

4. Grasses/sedges/rushes are sodbound or shaded (excessive mulch/low plant vigor)

5. Lack of plant diversity and proper vegetative cover (vegetative cover agreed to in CRP contract is not present)

6. Stand is not thick enough to provide erosion control (Too much bare ground) (buffer area only)

ACTIONS NEEDED TO ESTABLISH AND/OR MAINTAIN PROPER VEGETATIVE COVER

General Requirements For Maintaining Proper Vegetative Cover (all contract acres)
Appropriate maintenance practice(s) will encourage plant health and diversity in order to maintain the proper vegetative cover (as agreed to in CRP contract) and enhance wildlife habitat.  When any of the six conditions listed above are present, the use of the appropriate maintenance practice(s) is required.  Maintenance practice(s) that are not listed for buffer or wetland areas shall not be used without NRCS approval.  Maintenance practice(s) are restricted to the time periods listed for individual practices to protect nesting birds and young wildlife, except when necessary to control noxious weeds and during stand establishment on new seedings/interseedings.

General Weed Control Requirements for Establishing Vegetative Cover (buffer area and wetland areas that are seeded)
The primary cause of grass/legume/forb seeding failures is weed competition. Every attempt should be made to control weeds prior to seeding (i.e. use of pre-emergent herbicides, previous weed control, cover crops, etc.). Appropriate weed control methods will be used in a timely fashion when weeds threaten stand establishment.  CRP participants may be required to re-establish cover at their expense if an adequate stand of grasses/legumes/forbs is not obtained due to poor weed control (wrong control method, poor timing, or lack of weed control).  Cost-share may be authorized only within the first 12 months after seeding for post-emergence weed control. Mowing/clipping is relatively ineffective for annual grass weed control, but may be effective for broadleaf weed control. Mowing/clipping must be above the height of the seeded grasses/legumes/forbs, and is most effective in June and early July.

General Requirements for Establishing and Maintaining Vegetative Cover by Natural Regeneration (Wetland areas not seeded)
Natural regeneration of wetland vegetation is preferred where suitable seed banks exist, or where natural succession or colonization of desired native wetland species will dominate within 5 years. Management needed to control undesirable vegetation such as trees, as well as solid stands of wetland vegetation such as cattails, river bulrush, and reed canarygrass must be performed when needed.  Desired cover early in the regeneration process will include mostly annual wetland plants such as smartweeds and barnyard grass.  Eventually a diverse stand of both annual and perennial wetland plants will colonize. Bare mud flats and open water, however, are also a natural, desirable condition of wetlands especially in wet years.  Such areas provide very important habitat for shorebirds and many other types of wildlife.  Preferred maintenance practices include disking, incidental grazing, prescribed burning, application of labeled herbicides to control undesirable vegetation, or a combination of these. These practices shall be performed at least every three to five years to encourage desired wetland conditions.

General Herbicide Use Requirements (wetland and buffer area)
· All herbicides must be applied according to the current GUIDE FOR WEED MANAGEMENT IN NEBRASKA and specific product label restrictions.

· Use of labeled herbicides is appropriate when undesirable plants are hindering establishment of grass/legumes/forbs, or as a tool to maintain and enhance desired vegetative cover as agreed to in the CRP contract.

· Spot spraying at the appropriate time for target weed species is preferred.

· Avoid herbicides that cause damage to the desired vegetation or that are not labeled for saturated or ponded areas.

· PLATEAU herbicide may be used (for post and/or pre-emergent weed control) prior to seeding and after establishment on most native grasses and legumes.

· Atrazine may be used for pre-emergent weed control prior to seeding Switchgrass or Big bluestem and after establishment of all warm season grasses without legumes/forbs.

· Refer to current Guide for Weed Management in Nebraska for herbicides labeled for controlling undesirable vegetation such as trees, and solid stands of wetland vegetation such as cattails, river bulrush, and reed canarygrass.

Noxious Weed Control Requirements (wetland and buffer area)

· State law requires the control of noxious weeds.

· The best control method for specific noxious weed species will be used.  Contact your county weed authority for the best method and timing.

· Scout and treat for noxious weeds on a timely basis.

· Always make follow-up inspections after each control treatment for missed plants.

· Individual plants of Musk or Plumeless Thistle and Spotted or Diffuse Knapweed, and Purple Loosestrife can be dug or pulled.

· Spot spraying with appropriate herbicides, such as PLATEAU or TORDON (see current GUIDE FOR WEED MANAGEMENT IN NEBRASKA and specific product label), is often the preferred control method, and in some cases the only acceptable method, to control established stands of Canada Thistle or Leafy Spurge.

· Avoid disking and/or interseeding legumes/forbs in areas of fields infested with any noxious weeds.  Tillage may cause germination of seeds and spread of infestations by the transport of seed [of any of the noxious weeds] or by the transport of roots [of Canada thistle and Leafy spurge].
Disking/Other applicable Tillage Operations (Chisel, Plowing, Roto-tilling, etc.) (wetland area only)

· No more than once every three years unless conducted for reed canarygrass control.

· This practice is applicable where excessive cover, low plant diversity and management needed to control undesirable vegetation such as trees, and solid stands of wetland vegetation such as cattails, river bulrush, and reed canarygrass.

· Disking is limited to between August 1st and April 1st to minimize harm to nesting birds and young wildlife.

· Optimum timing of disking to control undesirable perennial wetland plants seems to be early to mid August.

Time Frame for Disking:


Fields/Acres:


Prescribed Burning (wetland and buffer area)
· Prescribed burning for weed control during stand establishment (generally the 1st or 2nd year after seeding) for new seedings/interseedings may be completed after May 1st if necessary.

· Prescribed burning prior to May 1st can be utilized on a rotational basis on established grass stands, for maintaining proper vegetative cover and/or enhancing wildlife cover.

· A prescribed burn plan must be developed prior to the burn and must comply with state and local laws and regulations, and the Field Office Technical Guide standard for Prescribed Burning (338).

· A burn permit must be obtained from the local fire department before the prescribed burn can be conducted.

· The Conservation Plan of Operations must include Prescribed Burning (338) or revised to include it.

· Landusers are liable for any damage and are responsible for confining prescribed burns to their own land.

Time Frame for Burning:


Fields/Acres:


Incidental Grazing (wetland and buffer area)

· Incidental grazing after crop harvest is not allowed until vegetative cover is established on seeded areas.  

· Livestock will be removed once minimum-grazing height is reached.

· Incidental grazing may be allowed up to two months after harvest of crops, provided all requirements in Handbook 2-CRP, subparagraph 241 D are met and subject to County Committee approval.
Mowing/Shredding (primarily in buffer area)

· This is the least preferred maintenance option especially on wetland areas.

· Mowing/shredding for hunting access or for purposes other than to correct one of the six previously stated conditions is not allowed.

· Mowing/shredding will not be done between April 1st and July 15th in order to protect nesting birds and young wildlife, unless needed during stand establishment for new seedings/interseedings.

· No more than once every three years, unless needed for weed control during stand establishment for new seedings/interseedings.

· Mowed vegetation will be shredded or burned if excessive residue will harm the grass/legume/forb stand.  If burned, all state and local laws and regulations must be followed.

Time Frame for Mowing/Shredding:


Fields/Acres:


Other Actions Needed to Maintain Proper Vegetative Cover

Activity and Time Frame:


Fields/Acres:


