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August 26, 2004
RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN NO.  330-4-1
SUBJECT:  MGT – 2004 Food Security Act Status Reviews
ACTION REQUIRED BY: October 29th, 2004
Purpose:  The Annual Food Security Act (FSA) Status Review for 2004 will be conducted during the month of September and October to determine if an approved conservation system is, or is not, being applied or used and if wetland conservation provisions are being met.  
In addition to the two tracts that were randomly selected for review by the national office, six additional tracts will be reviewed.  These additional tracts represent an adjusted list of tracts to be reviewed that are owned or operated by conservation district board members (FY 2002 directory listed), Farm Services Agency county and state office employees, FSA County Committee members and Farm Credit Borrowers (5% review).  It was found that no NRCS employees in Rhode Island own or operate tracts receiving USDA benefits.
ACTION:  Each district conservationist will need to review the list below by conservation district and pull the case file for each tract.  A copy of the Farm Services Agency form AD-1026A will be provided for each tract listed for review.  Please follow the review procedures listed on the attached sheet in preparing for the status reviews.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Eric Scherer, state resource conservationist directly.

Judith. M. Doerner

State Conservationist

DIST: district conservationists

FY 2004 FSA STATUS REVIEW TRACTS FOR RHODE ISLAND
Northern Rhode Island Conservation District

· Robert Howard – Farm No. 7,  Tract 46
· Vincent Confreda – Farm No. 44 , Tract 55
Eastern Rhode Island Conservation District

· Stephen DeCastro – Farm No. 47,  Tract 19
·  Louis Strebel, Jr. – Farm No. 477 ,  Tract 557
Southern Rhode Island Conservation District

· Tomaquag Farm – Farm No. 287,  Tract 104
· Alice Westervelt – Farm No. 23,  Tract 169

· Peter Fratantuono, Jr – Farm No. 138, Tract 163
· Morningstar Nurseries, – Farm No. 506,  Tract 1734
FY 2004 FSA STATUS REVIEW PROCEDURES
The district conservationist will need to do the following well in advance of the scheduled status review:

1. Locate the case file and use the most recently signed plan or system for the status review;
2. Review the conservation plan or system to ensure that it meets the requirements in NFSAM, Part 512, Subparts A and B;

3. Determine the most appropriate time for the field review portion of the status review -

Actual field reviews shall be conducted at a time that is best to evaluate the conservation practices that make up the approved conservation system.  The critical period of the crop year for the annually tilled crop and the conservation system or conservation practice being reviewed.  All compliance reviews must be completed by no later than November 15thof each year.   “Crop year” is the year in which a single crop is harvested. The crop year ends when that crop is harvested. When multiple crops are grown in a year, the crop year ends when the last crop is harvested. When a cover crop or fallow period is part of the cropping system, these time periods are considered to be part of the next crop year.

Example: In a wheat/fallow cropping system, the crop year begins immediately following the harvest of the preceding wheat crop and includes the fallow period, the planting growth and harvest of the next wheat crop.  The appropriate time for conducting the compliance review is immediately following the planting of the new wheat crop.

4. Schedule both office and field review with state resource conservationist; 

5. Notify the USDA Participant that a tract under his or her control has been selected for a status review. Notification shall not be more than 30 days prior to the review, or less than 15 days prior to the compliance review.  The landowner and/or operator should be invited, but not required, to participate in the compliance review, unless the compliance review is for purposes of reinstatement.  

6. Conduct Office Review - An office review of available data shall be completed prior to performing the field portion of the compliance review. The office review shall consist of the following steps:

·   Review of aerial photography, slides, topographic, or other map bases to determine:

· Fields being cropped.

· Wetland signatures and characteristics.

· Soil mapping.

· Potential presence of hydric soils or hydric soil inclusions.

·   Review of the original HEL and/or WC determination for accuracy.

·   Review all supporting data in the case file to determine if all variances or exemptions issued have been fully reconciled.

· Evaluate the conservation system using the current version of RUSLE or WEQ.

7. Conduct Field Reviews - Field reviews shall include the following components, unless exclusion has been specifically provided:

·        The entire tract, regardless of the selection criteria (HEL or WC), shall be 
reviewed for both HEL and Wetland Conservation compliance.

·        If a tract number on the random tract list has been reconstituted by FSA into two 
or more tracts, all the resulting tracts shall be included in the compliance review. 
Each separate tract shall be entered into the database separately, and coded as an “R” category.

·        Review crop residue levels as per the National Agronomy Manual and/or the 
National Range Manual as appropriate.

·        Review the cropping system actually being used, using the current version of 
RUSLE or WEQ.

·        Review the entire tract for potential wetland violations.

8. The status review is complete when the on-site field review and report forms are filled out in the FSA Status Review database by the state resource conservationist.
NOTE:
NRCS will not provide technical assistance for conservation planning or conservation system modification or revision until after the compliance review has been completed, unless the following situations apply:

·        Planned structural conservation practices are scheduled to be installed during the same 
crop year as the review, but after the review has taken place.

·        Existing structural conservation practices are in need of maintenance.

·        The compliance review is completed when on-site field work has been performed.
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