


Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide – Midgrass Prairie
	Owner/Operator
	District

	County
	Field Office

	Assisted By
	Acres
	Date:

	Location

	General Information:  Midgrass prairie is found in Eastern Colorado. It is used primarily as grazing land. The vegetation is dominated by native mid to tall-grasses and forb species. Shrubs such as fourwing saltbush and winterfat may be found in varying amounts on these prairies. This model may be used on all mid-tall grass prairie in Colorado. A score of 0.5 or higher meets NRCS Quality Criteria for a Resource Management System.

	Factor
	Values
	Before
	After

	Cover
	
	
	

	1 Percent canopy cover of shrubs

a) Within the range specified in the Ecological Site Description (ESD) for the Historic Climax Plant Community (HCPC)
b) Within 10% (either higher or lower) of the range in the ESD for the HCPC
c) 11-25% of the range in the ESD for the HCPC
d) More than 25% outside the HCPC range
	1.0
0.6
0.3

0.1
	
	

	2 Percent canopy cover of grasses and forbs
a) 30 - 50%

b) 20-29% or 51-60%
c) 10-19% or 61-75%
d) <10% or >75%
	1.0

0.5

0.3
0.1
	
	

	3 Minimum height of standing grass/forb cover over winter and through nesting season

a) >12” 

b) 8-11”
c) 4-7”
d) <4”
	1.0

0.6
0.3
0.1
	
	

	4 Management of cover area (pick the highest applicable score)
a) Cover area not mowed, plowed, grazed, burned, harvested, etc. between April 1 - July 15
b) Cover area not mowed, plowed, grazed, burned, harvested, etc. between April 15 – June 15
c) Cover area not mowed, plowed, grazed, burned, harvested, etc. between April 15 – June 1
	1.0

0.5

0.1

	
	

	Food 
	
	
	


	5 Summer food-Percent of planning unit containing legumes and forbs in the plant community.
a) 10-25%
b) 5-9% or 26-40%
c) <5% or >40%
	1.0

0.5

0.1
	
	

	6 Winter food-Type of shrubs (species composition) on planning unit
a) Saltbush, winterfat, sand cherry, skunkbush sumac
b) Leadplant, sandsage, rabbitbrush, fringed sage

c) Snakeweed, prickly pear, yucca
d) No shrubs
	1.0
0.5
0.1

0.0
	
	

	General Habitat Factors
	
	
	

	7 Tract Size
a) More than 140 contiguous grassland acres
b) 90-140 contiguous acres
c) 70-89 contiguous acres
d) <70 contiguous acres
	1.0

0.6

0.3

0.1
	
	

	8 Pesticide use pattern

a) No insecticides used, or use delayed until after July 15

b) Use of insecticides delayed until after June 30

c) Use of insecticides delayed until after June 15

c) Insecticides used earlier than June 15
	1.0

0.5

0.3

0.0
	
	

	HSI Value is the lowest before value for the above 8 factors. To improve the HSI, this lowest value must be increased by implementing changes that will increase the value in the after condition 
	HSI


	
	


