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RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN:  450-4-8



January 21, 2005
SUBJECT:  TCH – National Water Quality Handbook (NWQH), First Edition

Purpose.  To announce the release of the NWQH, First Edition. 

Expiration Date.  December 31, 2005

Explanation.  The NRCS developed the NWQH, First Edition, as a principal reference pertaining to water quality as it relates to all agricultural land uses.  The NWQH is the principal NRCS reference document for technical information and guidance in carrying out water quality responsibilities.  It consolidates pertinent procedures, guidelines, and other materials to facilitate finding relevant and reliable information.  It provides clear guidelines for filing and cross-referencing applicable local, State, and national water quality-related reference materials. 

The NWQH is designed to provide guidance in water quality to NRCS personnel, technical partners, and those who provide technical services to clients for NRCS.  This distribution provides two Parts:  Water Quality Monitoring (WQM) System Design, and WQM Data Analysis.  Subsequent parts will be distributed as developed. 

The NWQH supercedes the National Handbook of Water Quality Monitoring released December 1996.  Discontinue use of the 1996-released National Handbook of Water Quality Monitoring. 

Distribution.  A hard copy of the NWQH will be place in the Technical Reference shelves up front with other national publications. The NWQH is also available electronically through the NRCS eDirectives Web site at http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov.  It will also be available electronically, in the near future, at http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/wqam/.  When available, the electronic copy will be linked to the eFOTG, Section I, Part B, under Water Quantity and Quality.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact J. Eric Scherer, State Resource Conservationist.
JUDITH M. DOERNER

State Conservationist

DIST: RI NRCS technical staff
The Natural Resources Conservation Service works in partnership with the American people 

to conserve and sustain natural resources on private lands.
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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