
 

 
WETLAND JOB APPROVAL AUTHORITIES 

 
 
 
The NRCS National Food Security Act Manual (NFSAM) and Part 610.97 of the NRCS National 
Environmental Compliance Handbook (190-VI-NECH) require that NRCS personnel be trained in the use 
of the NFSAM and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 1987 Wetlands Delineation Manual in order to 
perform certified wetland determinations.  These and related wetland evaluations may be necessary to 
determine a client’s compliance with the Wetland Conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 
1985 and to analyze alternatives for maintaining or improving wetland functions in accordance with 
NRCS regulations and policy as stated in the NFSAM Part 510.20 
(http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/M/M_180_510_C_20.htm ) and the NRCS General Manual, 
Title 190, Part 410.26 (http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_190_410_B_26.htm ). 
 
NRCS employees and partners who wish to obtain NRCS approval to conduct wetland determinations 
and other evaluations must have adequate training and experience as determined by the State 
Conservationist.  Authority to conduct evaluations is based on the successful completion of required 
training courses and/or on-the-job training (OJT) in NFSAM procedures, and a demonstrated ability to 
conduct the activity.  Table 1 shows the training requirements for each evaluation authority and the 
typical NRCS position category at which the authority is obtained; however, anyone with the proper 
training may earn an authority regardless of position.   
 
For NRCS employees and partners, ability will be demonstrated by submitting at least one determination, 
evaluation, etc., to the appropriate NRCS supervisory, area or state staff member who holds that authority.  
Upon approval, authority to conduct the activity will be granted by the State Resource Conservationist (as 
directed by the State Conservationist).  For example, an NRCS or Soil & Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) employee with the appropriate training may conduct an activity listed below and submit the 
documentation for approval to his/her NRCS District Conservationist, Area or State Office staff 
specialist, as appropriate.   
 
The following evaluations require specific training.  Evaluations not reserved for NRCS employees 
require review and signature by an NRCS employee with the relevant planning authority if they are to be 
used in making determinations of compliance with the Wetland Conservation provisions of the Food 
Security Act.  
 

• conducting wetland determinations/delineations according to federal criteria 
• certifying wetland determinations according to NRCS criteria (reserved for NRCS employees) 
• scope and effect evaluations (reserved for NRCS employees) 
• wetland functional assessments  
• Minimal Effect and Categorical Minimal Effect determinations (reserved for NRCS employees) 
• wetland restoration or mitigation plans 

 
The State Conservationist is to maintain a list of qualified NRCS and partner employees who are 
authorized to perform the evaluations listed above.  This list is attached as Table 2 (not included in the 
electronic version of this Section). 
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TABLE 1 
 

WETLAND DETERMINATION and EVALUATION AUTHORITIES AND TRAINING REQUIRED 
 

TYPICAL NRCS 
POSITION CATEGORY 

 
ACTIVITY  REQUIRING AUTHORIZATION 

 
TRAINING REQUIRED 

Field 
Office 

Area 
Specialist 

State 
Specialist 

Conducting wetland determinations/delineations  • Corps REG. IV or equivalent approved course X X X 

Certifying wetland determinations  • NFSAM WC1 Training (OJT) 
• Corps REG. IV or equivalent approved course 

X X X 

Scope and effect determinations - maintenance or 
replacement of existing systems 

• NFSAM WC1 Training (OJT) X X X 

Scope and effect determinations - new or improved 
drainage systems planned or installed 

• Scope & Effect Evaluation Training   X X 

Categorical Minimal Effect2 determinations • NFSAM WC1 Training (OJT) X X X 

Minimal effect determinations  (may require a wetland 
functional assessment) 

• NFSAM WC1 Training (OJT) 
• Wetland Functional Assessment Training3 

 X X 

Restoration or mitigation planning  (may require a wetland 
functional assessment) 

• Corps REG. IV or equivalent approved course 
• Wetland Functional Assessment Training3 
• Wetland Restoration Training 

 X X 

 
 
1 Wetland Conservation Provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985 
2 This is a term used to signify a category of wetland conversion activities which have been determined to have a minimal effect, individually and 
cumulatively, on wetland functions and values in a given watershed.  As of July 2006, proposed determination categories and criteria were not yet 
approved for agency use. 
3 As of August 29, 2005, Florida NRCS conducts wetland functional assessments using the Uniform Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM) 
developed by the State of Florida. 
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