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RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN No:  450-6-1
DATE:  September 5, 2006
SUBJECT:  TCH-New or revised conservation practice standards
Purpose:  This notice transmits new or revised conservation practice standards for insertion into the Rhode Island electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG).
Expiration Date:  September 30, 2006
Background:  The national office has issued new or revised National Conservation Practice Standards (NCPS) in Notice 140.  A description of the changes to those standards follows and what this will mean to users of the standard in Rhode Island eFOTG.  
Residue and Tillage Management, No Till/Strip Till/Direct Seed (Code 329):  The General Criteria that sets the maximum allowable Soil Tillage Intensity Rating (STIR) value was expanded to clarify how the STIR value is calculated for cropping systems that include fallow periods.   Rhode Island currently uses the national standard in Rhode Island and the changes in the national standard will be adopted for Rhode Island.  All program contracts signed before May 2006 will be using the archived standard. 
Cover Crop (Code 340):  A purpose to reduce and minimize soil compaction has been added, as well as criteria to support this purpose.  Rhode Island will update its practice standard to reflect this change.  All program contracts signed before May 2006 will be using the archived standard. 
Prescribed Forestry (Code 409):  This is a new standard providing criteria for a forest prescription that will perpetuate a sustainable forest ecosystem.  This practice will facilitate development of forestland management guidelines addressing both resource concerns and landowner objectives.  Rhode Island will be adding this standard for use in FY 2007.
Spring Development (Code 574):  This practice has been significantly modified from the previous version.  Changes have been made to both criteria and formatting.  Rhode Island currently uses the national standard in Rhode Island and the changes in the national standard will be adopted for Rhode Island.  All program contracts signed before May 2006 will be using the archived standard. 
Nutrient Management (Code 590):  The criteria for determining the nutrient content of manure, organic by-products and biosolids have been expanded to require a minimum number of samples.  The criteria for the application rate of these types of material have been expanded, with separate sections for nitrogen and phosphorus application rates.  Some material that was previously in the Criteria section has been moved to the Considerations section.  .  Rhode Island will update its practice standard to reflect this change.  All program contracts signed before May 2006 will be using the archived standard.
Copies of each of the conservation practice standards included with this bulletin can be accessed electronically October 1, 2006.  Access can be through either the RI NRCS homepage on the World Wide Web at http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov/.
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