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Guidance for Determining
Threatened and Endangered Species
Occurrence within Project Areas
Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05)

The “Species Request Form” (NV-ECS-05) has been developed through consultation between the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS) and the Nevada Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
The following is guidance on how the Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05) is to be used.

1. The Landowner Authorization Form (NV-EVC-02) must be signed by the landowner.  If the landowner gives NRCS permission to release plan file documentation to USF&WS, proceed in completing the Species Request Form.

2. Complete the following blocks on the Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05):

a. Date

b. Landowner Name

c. NRCS Office

d. NRCS Planner

e. NRCS Office Phone Number
f. County (Project Area)
g. USGS Quad Map Name

h. Geographic Unit (Valley Name)

i. Project Location Section, Township and Range
j. Describe the project and the project area (be specific, yet concise, in the description of the Project and Project Area)
3. Attach a map of the Project Area to the Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05).  Ideally the map should be a topographic map with the Project Area outlined on the map.  The map(s) must be clear and easy to read.

4. E-mail the completed Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05) and project area map to Jaime Schoneberg, Owyhee Area Biologist, at: Jaime.Schoneberg@nv.usda.gov.
5. After initial review and logging of forms received, the Species Request Forms (NV-ECS-05) will be forwarded to the USF&WS Service.
6. Within 15 business days of receipt of a Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05), the USF&WS will respond to the Owyhee Area Biologist, confirming that "there are no T&E Species located within the project boundaries", or that, "there are T&E Species located within the project boundaries." 
7. If T&E species are determined not to be present in the project area, file the Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05) that has been completed and returned by USF&WS with the updated NV-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.

8. If the USF&WS response is, "there are T&E Species located within the project boundaries," the USF&WS will provide a list of T&E species determined to be in the Project Area with the returned Species Request Form (NV-ECS-05).  A Biological Evaluation (NV-ECS-13) will need to be completed for the species identified.  
Contact the Area Biologist for assistance in completing the Biological Evaluation (NV-ECS-13).  The USF&WS will be notified of the "effect" determination and will respond.  Consultation with USF&WS may, or may not, be needed from this point on. 

The “Species Request Form” (NV-ECS-05) is to be submitted early in the planning process and must be completed for every project, whether a Farm Bill Program contract item, or not.  It is essential to be aware of possible T&E Species occurrence in the Project Area before moving too far along in the planning process. 

T&E SPECIES REQUEST FORM

To:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

              From:  (Please Return Information To):


Laurie Sada




                                     Jaime Schoneberg


Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office


                  Natural Resources Conservation Service


1340 Financial Blvd. Suite 234


                  555 W. Silver St., Suite 101


Reno, NV 89502



                               Elko, NV 89815


(775)-861-6300




                               (775) 738-8431x120


Fw8nrcssect7reno@fws.gov


                         Jaime.Schoneberg@nv.usda.gov
Subject:  Request for T&E Species List
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) plans to provide technical and financial assistance to a private landowner through a Conservation Program of the 2002 Farm Bill.  This request form and map are a written request for information from your current Threatened and Endangered Species records on the project area.  The area is outlined on the attached USGS map.  If there is “no response” within 15 business days of submission of this form to the USF&WS, NRCS will assume that there are no T&E species in the project area and proceed with our planning and project implementation processes.

	Note:  The following information will be used in the NRCS decision making process to satisfy federal regulations concerning Section 7(a) of the ESA.  This information will be for NRCS USE ONLY.


	Date:
	
	Landowner/Client Name:
	
	

	NRCS Planner:
	
	Field Office:
	
	

	Office Phone No:
	
	County:
	
	

	USGS Quad Map Name:
	
	

	Geographic Unit: (e.g., valley name)
	
	

	
	Section
	
	Township
	
	Range
	
	

	

	Description of project/project area (including planned practices and existing conservation measures):

	

	


	
	
	
	

	U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE RESPONSE
	File No.:
	[image: image1.wmf]


	

	[image: image2.wmf]There are NO T/E species located within the project boundaries



	[image: image3.wmf]There are T/E species located within the project boundaries (see attached letter)



	
	
	


USF&WS Signatures 
	Project Reviewer:
	
	
	Title:
	
	
	Date:
	

	Supervisor:
	
	
	Title:
	
	
	Date:
	


February 2006
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