Section II
Source of Soil Survey Information in the Field Office

Soil Data Viewer Database

This is the most up to date source of soil interpretations in the field office. The  Soil Data Viewer in the Customer Service Toolkit, is updated as needed by the state Soil Quality Specialist. The soils data in both of these databases is exported from the National Soil Information System (NASIS). The NASIS is being updated by the soils staff as soil properties and interpretations are revised or new records added. 

Published Soil Survey or Manuscript for Progressive Soil Survey

The published soil survey includes many of the same interpretations as contained in the database. Depending on the age of the published soil survey, there will be some updating of the interpretations contained in the  Soil Data Viewer database. There may be some special interpretations in the published report not available in the database. The soil survey project leader will maintain a copy of the soil survey manuscript for field office use.

Map unit descriptions

Map unit descriptions included in the published soil survey or the manuscript for the unpublished soil survey provide more detail to the user and are written for lay users of the soil survey. These descriptions provide information on map unit content, contrasting soil inclusions, and general soil management statements.

Official Field Office Copy of the Published Soil Survey

It is NRCS policy to maintain the official copy of the soil survey in the field office to record changes, omissions, or possible errors. The policy is contained in Title 430 of the General Manual.

Soils Legends

The published soil survey legend or the latest unpublished soil survey legend should be available in the field office.  Specialized legends can be developed from the Soil Data Viewer database if needed (i.e., the table could include acreage data, special soil groupings, etc.). The resource soil scientist will assist in developing or will provide a copy of the legends.  Following are examples of specialized legends that can be helpful to the users of the FOTG:

Conversion legends

These legends provide assistance in determining soil identification on older soil survey field sheets or conservation plans versus maps with publication symbols. These legends are contained in the final soil correlation document.

Guide to mapping units

These are tables including map symbol, soil name, capability subclass, range site name, and other groupings as needed. These guides or tables can be developed using FOCS or the Soil Data Viewer (in the Customer Service tookit) soil database.

Soil legends can be obtained from the Soil Data Mart or from the Soil Data Viewer application of Customer Service Toolkit.  
Soil legends on the Soil Data Mart:  The Soil Data Mart is the central location for official soil survey information and can generate the most current soils legend.  This is not direct access to the NASIS database.  Direct access to soils data in NASIS can be done through the State Soil Scientist.  Field offices should use the Soil Data Mart to obtain their needed legends.  Updates to this data will be completed periodically, as determined by the State Soil Scientist.  Soils legends, by soil survey area, are provided at the following site:  http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/   

· Select a state to view reports for 

· Select a soil survey area 

· Select all mapunits
· Select Map Unit Legend to generate current soils legend
Soil legends in Customer Service Toolkit:  the most current soils legend may also be obtained through the application of the Soil Data Viewer within Customer Service Toolkit.  Soil data is downloaded from NASIS into an MSAccess database which is then linked to the spatial SSURGO data.  All of this data is then loaded into the Soil Data Viewer as part of the Customer Service Toolkit on the CCE machines.  The Access data base can then be used to generate the most current soils legend.  The Access database is located in F:\Data\Geodata\Soils.  Updates to this data will be completed periodically, as determined by the State Soil Scientist.
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