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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Surface Drainage Main or Lateral
CODE 608
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Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 10-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.
2. Promptly repair or replace damaged components as necessary.

3. Remove sediment that has accumulated in the main or lateral to maintain capacity and the design channel grade.

4. Vegetation, where specified, shall be maintained and trees and brush controlled by mechanical or chemical (pesticides) means.  Pesticides will be used in accordance with label requirements and where permitted.
5. Keep machinery away from steep side slopes.  Keep equipment operators informed of all potential hazards. 
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Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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