CONTRACT COST ESTIMATER

I took a break from the calculator buttons this afternoon to convert the latest MS-Word format EQIP 2004 cost list to an MS-Excel spreadsheet and built a simple "EQIP 2004 Contract Cost Estimator."  The spreadsheet tallies the total contract application cost and the cost-share amount based on the cost-list amounts (which could be over-ridden but you already know how I feel about that).  The default years are set for either 1 or 3.  Users could adjust either the total quantity or the number of years if the same practice will be applied in 2 or more years in order to get the correct total contract and cost-share estimates. 

The gallon and cubic yardage based practices require a little additional calculation outside of the spreadsheet (which could be built into the spreadsheet but didn't seem worth it to me at this stage of the process).

Anyone with just a bit of spreadsheet experience should find this very 

simple to use.  Folks may want to adjust the view for their monitors 

(and eyes).  They could also adjust how it prints out it they want to.  

It is currently set up to print on 8.5 x 11 paper in landscape (which 

makes the print small but still legible for me).

We'd all save ourselves a lot of time and add considerable consistency 

and calculating accuracy to the system if we used a spreadsheet like 

this.  I've heard some states have taken this a step further and 

automated the actual ranking system also.  That would be more a little 

more time-consuming than the hour it took to build and test this 

spreadsheet but might also have been time well spent. Maybe next year.

I will continue working with this spreadsheet for the rest of the 34 

Erie County applications.  Feel free to distribute it if you see any 

value to sharing it with others around the state.

I've also attached a completed sample spreadsheet. 

John Whitney

