UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FL-CPA-43

Natural Resources Conservation Service

     November 2005


SUPPLEMENT TO FORM AD-1026

FOR ASSESSING THE POTENTIAL FOR WETLAND CONVERSION ACTIVITIES

SUBJECT TO THE FOOD SECURITY ACT OF 1985

Attention USDA Program Participants:
The Food Security Act of 1985 requires that USDA program participants be in compliance with the Act’s wetland conservation provisions in order to be eligible for certain USDA program benefits.  If a producer answers YES to Questions 9(a), 9(b) or 10 on the Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification (Form AD-1026), the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) is authorized to refer the producer to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to assess whether a certified wetland determination is necessary.  If NRCS confirms the potential for a wetland conversion to agricultural production in violation of the Act, NRCS must conduct a certified wetland determination to see if wetlands are present on the tract or if they have been converted in violation of the Act.  
Please answer the following questions so that NRCS may confirm whether a certified wetland determination is necessary on the tract(s) for which you responded YES on Question 9(a), 9(b) or 10 on Form AD-1026.  This tract(s) is identified on Form AD-1026A.
A. Did you answer YES to Question 9(a) or 9(b)?    
____ No  [did not answer yes to either one]   Go to B.
____ Yes   Go to C.
B. Did you answer YES to Question 10?    ____ No    ____ Yes    
(If Yes, you are stating that you plan to create or modify drainage, or conduct land leveling, filling, dredging, land clearing, or stump removal, but the activity is not for the purpose of making production of an annually tilled crop possible, nor does it have the effect of making such production possible.  If the activity will make mechanical tillage possible on at least an annual basis, please check YES to Question 9 on Form AD-1026 and to A. above.  If you are unsure how to respond, please talk to your NRCS District Conservationist.)
If you answered Yes, are you applying for a USDA farm loan?  ____ No    ____ Yes
If Yes, Go to E.
If No, contact the following natural resource management agencies to see if their authorization is needed prior to conducting these activities.  This will help ensure that you remain in compliance with federal and state laws pertaining to wetlands.  Ask your Water Management District whether there are specific wetland protection laws that apply to the county and municipality of the tract(s) on which you plan to conduct these activities to help ensure that you remain in compliance with any local regulations pertaining to wetlands.  
	U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:     
	phone  
	email       

	Water Management District:
	phone       
	email       

	County /City, (if applicable):
	phone       
	email       


Please sign and date on reverse.  You do not need a certified wetland determination. 
(over)

C. Did the activities referenced in Questions 9(a) and/or 9(b) which you have conducted or will conduct, create conditions that made or will make mechanical tillage possible on at least an annual basis?  This includes activities for the production of row crops, forage, or sod production.  It does NOT include activities for the production of citrus groves, tree farms, non-annually tilled horticultural crops, blueberries or other products that do not generally make annual tillage possible, UNLESS you have conducted or will conduct such tillage at any time on the same acreage (e.g., alley cropping, or planting an annual row crop until it is shaded out by the tree crop).  If you have conducted or will conduct such tillage, answer Yes to this question.
____  No, I have not (since 12/23/85) and will not conduct activities that made or will make annual mechanical tillage possible.  If you are applying for a USDA farm loan, go to E.  If not, go to D.
____  Yes, I have conducted (since 12/23/85) or will conduct activities that made or will make annual mechanical tillage possible.  Go to E.
D. Did you apply for and receive authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to conduct the activity(s) referenced in Question 9(a) or 9(b)?    ____  No    ____  Yes
If you answered No, you must contact the local office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (see previous page) to see if federal authorization is needed for the activity(s), even if the activity has already occurred.  By signing this form you agree to do this.  If federal authorization is needed, you may be in violation of federal law if you do not receive this authorization. 
A certified wetland determination is not needed at this time.  Please sign and date this form below.  In the future, if you intend to conduct any of the activities referenced on Form AD-1026, please contact FSA to complete a new Form AD-1026.  
E. NRCS must perform a certified wetland determination on the tract(s) for which you answered Yes.  (For tracts not located in the county(s) serviced by this NRCS field office, NRCS will return this form and Form AD-1026 to FSA to be forwarded to the appropriate FSA and NRCS office(s) for a wetland determination(s).) 
Please sign and date below to indicate that you have read and understood the contents of this Form and have responded accurately to the best of your knowledge.
_______________________________________

____________________

Signature of USDA Program Participant



Date






