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CRP Mowing Guidelines for Grass Establishment 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) reduces soil erosion, protects the Nation’s ability to produce 
food and fiber, reduces sedimentation in streams and lakes, improves water quality, establishes wildlife 
habitat.  CRP payments serve as an incentive for farmers to convert highly erodible cropland or other 
environmentally sensitive acreage to vegetative cover, such as tame or native grasses, wildlife plantings, 
trees, filter strips, or riparian buffers.  
 
Farmers receive an annual rental payment plus a maintenance payment for the term of the multi-year 
contract.  The maintenance payment which is received as part of the annual rental payment is provided 
to assist producers in applying needed pest management measures.  Cost sharing is provided to 
establish the vegetative cover practices. 
 
An important requirement in establishing and maintaining healthy CRP vegetation is weed control.  The 
following are effective mowing guidelines: 

1. Mowing is allowed during the nesting season (March 15 to July 15) until permanent cover is 
established.  More than one mowing may be needed annually during the establishment period. 

2. The first mowing operation should be about eight inches high, and should be done when 
temperatures are cooler (before July 1 or when hot temperatures arrive) to reduce competition 
for light, moisture, and nutrients.  Cost share is authorized for one mowing operation only during 
the grass establishment stages. 

3. If mowing can not be done early due to reasonable events like rain, mow weeds as soon as 
conditions allow.  If weeds have gone to seed, early mowing may be needed the following 
year(s), and more than one mowing may be needed. 

4. If permanent grass is apparent (greater than 4-leaf stage) inside the weed cover, mow to about 
twelve to fifteen inches to avoid tender new grass getting sun scalded. 

5. If permanent grass has not emerged or is less than 4-leaf stage, mow to eight inches. 

6. STOP mowing operations when more than one-fourth of the height of the seeded species will be 
removed with the mowing operations (see 528 – Prescribed Grazing CRP Interim Specification 
for prescribed species heights). 

7. The use of post-emergent chemicals after seeding is limited to chemical label directions and 
grass seed mix planted. 

8. Volunteer wheat and/or cereal rye are also considered weeds in a CRP seeding and should be 
mowed prior to seed head development. 

9. Mowing for weed control after grass seeding is established may be conducted on a spot mowing 
basis only with approval of FSA/COC. 
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