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Cover Crop 
Conservation Practice Job Sheet MA-340 
 
Practice Specifications 
Practice Specifications are prepared in accordance with the Massachusetts NRCS Field Office Technical Guide.  
Information contained in this document is considered part of the conservation plan. 
 

Client Name:  Farm #:  

Field(s):  Tract #:  

Planned By:  Date:  

Approved By:  Total Acres:  

 

Purpose:  (check all that apply) 

To reduce erosion from wind and water; To suppress weeds; 

To increase soil organic matter content; To provide supplemental forage; 

To capture/recycle/redistribute nutrients  
in the soil profile; 

To manage soil moisture; 

To promote biological nitrogen fixation; To reduce particulate emissions; 

To increase biodiversity; To minimize and reduce soil compaction; 

Other (specify): 

 
 

CCCooovvveeerrr   CCCrrroooppp   SSSpppeeeccciiifffiiicccaaatttiiiooonnnsss  

Field Previous 
Crop 

Seeding 
Date Species  Rate/Acre Seeding 

Method 
Kill Date 
or Stage  

Kill 
Method 

        

        

        

        

Seeding Methods:  D = Drill;  B = Broadcast;  A = Aerial 
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Continued from previous page 

Field Previous 
Crop 

Seeding 
Date Species  Rate/Acre Seeding 

Method 
Kill Date 
or Stage  

Kill 
Method 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

Seeding Methods:  D = Drill;  B = Broadcast;  A = Aerial 
 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
1. Control growth of the cover crop to reduce competition from volunteer plants and shading. 

2. Control weeds in the cover crop by mowing or herbicide application. 

3. When seeding legumes, ensure the proper inoculate is used at planting time.  It is best to 
inoculate just prior to planting. 

4. Do not use treated seed when broadcasting or aerial seeding in a crop to be harvested. 

5. Establish the cover/green manure crop within the stated time period and maintain until the 
stated time/growth stage. 

 
For questions regarding the application and management of Cover Crops, please contact your local 
USDA-NRCS Service Center.
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Sketch:  If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, 
complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included. 
 
Scale 1"=________ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2") 
 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

 
 

Additional Specifications and Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 
who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of 
Communications (202) 720-2791. 
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, 
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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