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List of Environmental Laws Affecting Agriculture
Following is a list of some of the environmental laws, regulations, policy and documents, which may affect agricultural operations and
conservation planning.  This list was developed to assist field planners and land users understand the effect environmental laws have on
their conservation activities.  

Please refer to the “Compliance with Laws and Regulations” document which outlines Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
policy regarding technical assistance to land owners and operators in planning, constructing, operating, and maintaining conservation
practices that are subject to Federal, State, and local laws and regulations.     

Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

USDA / NRCS – Policy and Regulations
Compliance with Laws and Regulations
Policy (General Manual, Title 450, Part
405 – Federal, State and Local Laws and
Regulations, Subpart A) 

� Paper copy included in this section (FOTG Section I)
� http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_450_405_a.htm

NRCS Technical Resources
Environmental Compliance Website

� Paper copy of webpage included in this section (FOTG Section I)
� http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ECS/environment/ 

Conservation Planning Policy (General
Manual, Title 180, Part 409)

� http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/gm_180_409.htm

Compliance with NEPA (General
Manual, Title 190, Part 410)

Procedures for NRCS-Assisted
Programs
Related Environmental Concerns
(EIS review, working with EPA, T&E
species, natural areas, flood-plain
management, protection of wetlands,
channel modification, etc.)

� http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/gm_190_410.htm

Hawaii Amendment 4, Compliance with
NEPA (General Manual, Title 190, Part
410)

� Paper copy included in this section (FOTG Section I)

http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_450_405_a.htm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ECS/environment/
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/gm_180_409.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/gm_190_410.htm
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Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

NRCS – Policy and Regulations (continued)

Departmental Regulation on National
Environmental Justice

� 

Environmental Coordination Policy � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_220.htm
Farmland Protection Policy Act � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310.htm
Floodplain Management Executive Order � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310_401_C_23.htm
Land Use Policy – USDA Departmental
Regulation

� http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310_401_C_20.htm

Pest Management Policy � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_190_404.htm
Riparian Areas � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_190_411.htm
Wetland Protection Executive Order � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310_401_C_22.htm
Water Quality Policy � http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_460_401_a.htm
NRCS Conservation Programs � http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
NRCS Electronic Directives System � http://public.nrcs.usda.gov/

Air Quality - Federal
Clean Air Act, 1982 � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch85.html

Air Quality – State of Hawaii
Ambient Air Quality Standards
HAR Title 11 Chapter 59, 1982

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-59.pdf

Air Pollution Control
HAR Title 11 Chapter 60, 1986

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-60-1.pdf

http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_220.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310_401_C_23.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310_401_C_20.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_190_404.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_190_411.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_310_401_C_22.htm
http://policy.nrcs.usda.gov/scripts/lpsiis.dll/GM/GM_460_401_a.htm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
http://public.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch85.html
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-59.pdf
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-60-1.pdf
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Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

Cultural Resources – Federal (Also see FOTG Section II. C. Cultural Resources Info.)
Antiquities Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/431.html
Historic Sites Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/461.html
National Historic Preservation Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/470.html
U.S. Historic Landscape Initiative � http://www2.cr.nps.gov/hli/index.htm
U.S. Tribal Preservation Program � http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tribal/index.htm
U.S. Preservation Services for Historic
Buildings

� http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/index.htm

Erosion and Sediment Control - County
County of Hawaii- Chapter 10. Erosion
and Sediment Control, 1975

� http://www.co.hawaii.hi.us/countycode/haw10tx.html

City & County of Honolulu -  Article 13.
General Provisions for Grading, Soil
Erosion and Sediment Control, 1990

� http://www.co.honolulu.hi.us/refs/roh/14a10_19.htm
   Note: Need to scroll down to get to Article 13.

County of Kauai- An Ordinance
Regulating and Controlling Grading,
Grubbing… Within the County of Kauai,
1990

� Paper copy included in this section (FOTG Section I)

County of Maui – Chapter 20.08 Soil
Erosion and Sedimentation Control,
1998

� 
http://ordlink.com/codes/maui/_DATA/TITLE20/Chapter_20_08_SOIL_EROSION_AND_SED/inde
x.html

Pesticides and Chemigation – Federal
Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide
Act

� http://es.epa.gov/oeca/ag/lfra.html
� http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/7/121.html

Food Quality Protection Act � http://es.epa.gov/oeca/ag/lqpa.html

http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/431.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/461.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/470.html
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/hli/index.htm
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tribal/index.htm
http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/index.htm
http://www.co.hawaii.hi.us/countycode/haw10tx.html
http://www.co.honolulu.hi.us/refs/roh/14a10_19.htm
http://ordlink.com/codes/maui/_DATA/TITLE20/Chapter_20_08_SOIL_EROSION_AND_SED/index.html
http://ordlink.com/codes/maui/_DATA/TITLE20/Chapter_20_08_SOIL_EROSION_AND_SED/index.html
http://es.epa.gov/oeca/ag/lfra.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/7/121.html
http://es.epa.gov/oeca/ag/lqpa.html
http://
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Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

Pesticides and Chemigation – State of Hawaii
Pesticides
Title 4 Chapter 66, 1981

� http://www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/adminrules/AR-66.htm

Solid Waste and Hazardous Waste – Federal
Resource Conservation Recovery Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch82.html
Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability

� http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch103.html

Toxic Substances Control Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/15/ch53.html
Emergency Planning and Community Right to
Know Act

� http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch116.html

Occupational Safety and Health Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/29/ch15.html

Solid Waste and Hazardous Waste – State of Hawaii
Guidelines for Livestock Waste Management
, 1996

� Paper copy included in this section (FOTG Section I)

Solid Waste Management Control
HAR Title 11  Chapter 58, 1981

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-58.pdf

Water Quality / Quantity – Federal Laws
Clean Water Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/33/ch26.html

Section 303c, Water Quality Standards � http://www.epa.gov/r5water/pdf/ecwa_t3.pdf
Section 303d, Water Quality Limited
Waters

� http://www.epa.gov/r5water/pdf/ecwa_t3.pdf

Section 404, Fill Permit � http://www.epa.gov/r5water/pdf/ecwa_t4.pdf
Coastal Zone Management Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1451.html
Wild Scenic Rivers Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1271.html

http://www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/adminrules/AR-66.htm
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch82.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch103.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/15/ch53.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch116.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/29/ch15.html
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-58.pdf
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/33/ch26.html
http://www.epa.gov/r5water/pdf/ecwa_t3.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/r5water/pdf/ecwa_t3.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/r5water/pdf/ecwa_t4.pdf
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1451.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/1271.html
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Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

Water Quality / Quantity – Federal Laws (continued)
Safe Drinking Water Act � http://www.epa.gov/safewater/sdwa/sdwa.html

� http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/300f.html
EPA Watershed Grant Sources � http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/wacademy/fund/sources.html

Water Quality / Quantity – State of Hawaii
Guidelines on the Definition of Stream and
Stream Channel

� Paper copy included in this section (FOTG Section I)

State Water Code; HRS Chap. 174-C � http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/watrcode.htm 
Water Use, Wells, and Stream Diversion
Works; HAR Title 13 Chapter 168

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm

Protection of Instream Uses of Water; 
HAR Title 13 Chapter 169

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm

Water Quality / Quantity – State of Hawaii (continued)
Hawaii Water Plan; HAR Title 13 Chap. 170 � http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
Rules of Practice and Procedure for the
Commission on Water Resource
Management; HAR Title 13 Chap. 167

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm

Water Use, Wells, and Stream Diversion
Works; HAR Title 13 Chapter 168

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm

Protection of Instream Uses of Water; 
HAR Title 13 Chapter 169

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm

Designation and Regulation of Water
Management Areas; HAR Title 13 Chapter
171

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm

Water Quality Standards;
HAR Title 11 Chapter 54

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-54.pdf

Section 401 Water Quality Certification Form � http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/eh/cwb/forms/wqc-index.html

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/sdwa/sdwa.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/300f.html
http://www.epa.gov/owow/watershed/wacademy/fund/sources.html
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/watrcode.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/har.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-54.pdf
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/eh/cwb/forms/wqc-index.html
http://
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Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

Water Quality / Quantity – State of Hawaii (continued)
General Monitoring Guidelines for Section
401 Water Quality Certification Projects, 1989

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/eh/cwb/forms/wqc-index.html

Point Source Pollution Control Policy,
NPDES Permit Req.; HAR Title 11 Chap.55,
1981

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-55.pdf

Dams and Reservoirs HAR Chap.13-190,
1990

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/lmd/rulesindex.html

Cross-Connection and Backflow Control;
HAR Title 11 Chapter 21, 1981

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-21.pdf

Wastewater Systems, Summary of Critical
Wastewater Disposal Areas; HAR Title 11
Chap. 62, 1991

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-62.pdf

Wildlife, Protection – Federal
NRCS Technical Resources Environmental
Compliance Website - Endangered Species
Act

� Paper copy included in this section (FOTG Sec. I)
� http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ECS/environment/

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act

� http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/ch38.html

Migratory Bird Treaty Act � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/ch7.html
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Species
Recovery Plans

� http://endangered.fws.gov/RECOVERY/RECPLANS/Index.htm

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Permits � http://permits.fws.gov
Wild Bird Conservation Act � http://international.fws.gov/global/wbcaindex.html

http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/eh/cwb/forms/wqc-index.html#General
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-55.pdf
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/lmd/rulesindex.html
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-21.pdf
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/11-62.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/ECS/environment/
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/ch38.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/16/ch7.html
http://endangered.fws.gov/RECOVERY/RECPLANS/Index.htm
http://permits.fws.gov/
http://international.fws.gov/global/wbcaindex.html
http://
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Law, Regulation, Policy, or Document Website / Location 1/

Other – Federal 
U.S. Corps of Engineers Laws and
Regulations

� http://www.poh.usace.army.mil/regulatory.asp

USDA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) � http://www.usda.gov/news/foia/main.htm
US Department of Justice - Freedom of
Information  Act (FOIA)

� http://www.usdoj.gov/04foia/index.html

USDA Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Website

� http://www.usda.gov/news/foia/main.htm

Federal Register - GPO Access National
Archives & Records Administration

� http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance � http://www.cfda.gov/
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch55.html
Code of Federal Regulations National
Archives & Records Administration

� http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/

EPA – Offices of Enforcement & Assurance � Http://es.epa.gov/oeca/
All Laws Relating to Environment � http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/environmental.html
All Laws Relating to Natural Resources � http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/natural_resources.html
All Laws Relating to Agriculture � http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/7/
All Laws Relating to Pollution � http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/pollution.html

Other – State of Hawaii
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Hawaii Administrative Rules

� http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/AdminRulesIdx.htm

Department of Agriculture Hawaii
Administrative Rules

� http://www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/adminrules.htm

Department of Health Hawaii Administrative
Rules

� http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/ADMRULES.html

1/  Website / Location : A website is listed if a copy of the document or law is also available online. If the document or law is not available
online, then a paper copy is included in this section (FOTG Section I) following this list 

http://www.poh.usace.army.mil/regulatory.asp
http://www.usda.gov/news/foia/main.htm
http://www.usdoj.gov/04foia/index.html
http://www.usda.gov/news/foia/main.htm
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aces140.html
http://www.cfda.gov/
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/42/ch55.html
http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/
http://es.epa.gov/oeca/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/environmental.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/natural_resources.html
http://www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/7/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/topics/pollution.html
http://www.hawaii.gov/dlnr/AdminRulesIdx.htm
http://www.hawaiiag.org/hdoa/adminrules.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/doh/rules/ADMRULES.html
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