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Soi |l -1 oss Tol erance (T) Factor
The soil-loss tolerance factor "T" is an estimte of the maxi mum annual rate
of soil erosion that can occur over a sustained period w thout affecting
crop productivity. The rate is expressed in tons of soil |oss per acre per

year. Rates of 1 through 5 are used, dependi ng upon soil properties and
prior erosion.

Soil -1 0ss tol erances were subjectively eval uated, based on the follow ng
general gui des:

1. mmi ntenance of an adequate rooting depth for crop
producti on

2. potential crop yield reduction

3. nmintenance of water control structures affected
by sedi nentation

4. prevention of gullies

5. value of nutrients | ost

The soil-loss tolerance factor "T" groups are listed in the table "Physica
Properties of Soils" in Section Il-(iii)-J.



