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Introduction

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical assistance to decision-makers to develop conservation plans that protect, maintain, and improve soil, water, air, plant, animal resources and related human considerations.  A primary goal is to help each client attain a Resource Management System (RMS), a type of conservation system that meets or exceeds the quality criteria in the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG) for resource sustainability for all identified resource concerns for soil, water, air, plants and animals. 

The FOTG is the primary technical reference for NRCS.  It contains technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and animal resources.  Field Office Technical Guides are maintained in each NRCS field office as a compilation of technical knowledge and standards.  

The information contained in Section I will help planners guide agricultural producers (clients) through the following phases of the NRCS 9-Step Planning Process:

· Step #1 – Identify Problems & Opportunities

· Step #2 – Determine Objectives

· Step #3 – Inventory Resources

· Step #4 – Analyze Resource Data

· Step #6 – Evaluate Alternatives

· Step #9 – Evaluate the Plan

Section I lists references and other information for use in understanding the field office service area or in making decisions about resource use and management systems.  Because of the way the eFOTG is structured it is necessary to maintain/post other documents in Section I such as notices, policy, the Table of Contents and Introduction for the entire FOTG.
The eFOTG Section I includes the following sub-sections:  
A. Notices, Policy, and Other Information

B. FOTG Table of Contents and Introduction

C. Section I Table of Contents and Introduction
D. Section I-A. Reference Lists – Links to NRCS websites; link to electronic directives systems to view NRCS handbook, manuals, and national bulletins; and subject reference lists.

E. Section I-B. Cost Data – Links to NRCS websites with cost lists for USDA Conservation Programs and enterprise (crop cost returns) budgets.

F.  Section I-C. Maps – Maps useful for conservation planning.

G.  Section I-D. Erosion Prediction – Information about Highly Erodible Land (HEL) Determinations and the Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation.  

H. Section I-E. Laws – Environmental laws, regulations, policy and documents affecting agricultural operations and conservation planning.
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