FOTG Section I. General Resource References

D. Erosion Prediction


HEL Determinations

Introduction

To be eligible for certain USDA benefits and programs, producers with fields designated as Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and used to produce agricultural commodities or sugarcane, are required to apply or maintain an approved conservation system to protect the soil from excessive erosion.  A HEL determination must be made for all fields listed on AD-1026 HEL Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification forms.  Once a HEL determination is made for a field, a new one is not required unless there is a change in the farming operation or the people affiliated with the operation.  Additional information about HEL and wetland conservation compliance provisions is available at the following website: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/compliance/index.html#4th%20Edition
A technical note is available to determine if a field is considered highly erodible land (HEL) or non-HEL (NHEL) based on water and wind erosion.  The technical note is entitled “HEL Worksheet for the Pacific Islands East Area” and it consists of seven separate EXCEL worksheets, one each for the six major Hawaiian Islands and one for the island of Tutuila, American Samoa.  Worksheets for the PI West Area islands are under development.
The technical note/worksheets are available on the NRCS Hawaii Technical Resources webpage @:  ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/HI/pub/technotes/agronomy/
Included in this section of the FOTG are information needed to conduct HEL determinations including HEL Frozen Soil Lists and Rainfall Factor R Maps.
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