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Natural resources conservation service
conservation practice sPECIFICATION

574 - spring development

I.  Scope

The work shall consist of con​structing a water collection sys​tem from a spring as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field. 

II.  Site Preparation

All loose rock, sediment, logs and vegetation that obstruct the free discharge of the spring shall be removed. 

The use of explosives for excava​tion of the spring shall not be permitted. 

III.  Spring Water Collection System

The spring water collection sys​tem, trenches, drain tiles, per​forated pipelines, sumps, and spring boxes shall be constructed to the lines, grades, dimensions and of the materials shown on the drawings. 

Crushed rock or gravel for col​lection systems and sand-gravel material for filters shall be composed of clean, hard parti​cles. 

IV.  Appurtenant Systems

Storage tanks, water troughs or other facilities for beneficial use of the water shall be con​structed as shown on the drawings or as staked in the field. 

V.  Protective Measures

All works shall be adequately pro​tected from damage by freez​ing, flooding, sedimentation or contami​nation by livestock. 

VI.  Vegetative Cover

Unless otherwise specified, a protective cover of vegetation shall be established on the disturbed area.  The planting of vegetative materials shall con​form to the requirements of Practice Specification 342, Critical Area Planting. 

VII.  Special Measures

Measures and construction methods shall be incorporated as needed and practical that enhance fish and wildlife values.  Special at​tention shall be given to pro​tecting visual resources and maintain​ing key shade, food and den trees. 

VIII.  Construction Operations

Construction operations shall be done in such a manner that ero​sion and air and water pollution are minimized and held within le​gal limits.  The owner, opera​tor, Contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of construc​tion being performed with due re​gards to the safety of all per​sons and property. 

The completed job shall be work​manlike and present a good ap​pearance. 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE ITEMS

A properly operated and maintained spring development is an asset to your farm.  This spring development was designed and installed to collect and discharge water for beneficial use.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by dev​eloping and carrying out a good operation and maintenance pro​gram.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and mainte​nance program.

Maintain all fences in good condition to exclude livestock from collection and storage systems.

Maintain covers and seals to prevent insects and rodents from contact with the water.

Precaution and care is needed to prevent herbicides, insecticides and other pollutants from contamination of the water.

Limit the use of any fertilizer to the watershed area.

Protect system and components from damage by freezing.

Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular or livestock.

Other items specific to your project are listed on the "Practice Requirement" sheet.
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