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I. Scope

The work shall consist of controlling grazing fencing or herding, so that each grazing unit will receive appropriate periods of grazing and rest.

II. Areas And Time

The areas to be grazed shall be shown on the plans, with the time periods for grazing and resting as shown on the Practice Requirement sheet, or grazing calendar.

III. Grazing Operations

The grazing area shall be divided into two or more grazing units unless other arrangements provide for periodic deferment of grazing.

Each grazing unit that is grazed during the growing season shall have a different period of use the following year, except on irrigated pastures.

Rotation of animals among grazing units will be based on plant developments, vigor and degree of use rather than on calendar dates

Placement of salt, mineral and other supplements will be away from surface waters where frequent livestock use or direct contamination by supplements is likely to result in water quality impacts.   

Grazing when soils are wet will be avoided when possible, especially with finer textured soils to minimize soil compaction and other adverse effects.  Grazing in riparian areas will be determined by an on-site assessment that has determined the periods during which grazing may benefit, or have the least negative impact(s) on water quality and riparian plant recruitment and/or vigor.

Grazing shall be deferred for one or more growing seasons on all grazing lands where soils have been exposed and erosion risk significantly increased, or where plantings require protection during establishment. Examples of such circumstances include periods following brush clearing, range seeding, prescribed burns or wildfire.

Not more than 50 percent of the current year's growth of the designated key species shall be removed by grazing during the growing season.  

Not more than 35 percent of the current year’s growth of the designated key species shall be removed by grazing when grazed in the desert during the growing season.

Not more than 80 percent of the current year's growth of the designated key species shall be removed by grazing when grazed during the dormant season.

Not more than 65 percent of the current year's growth of the designated key browse species shall be removed by grazing or browsing , based upon twigs only.

The key grazing areas and the key species in that area will be used to judge the utilization percentage in a pasture.

The utilization percentage determination will be made at or near the end of the grazing season. This will never be later than the beginning of the new growing season.

Actual use will be recorded by the operator showing when and how many animals use each grazed field and for what duration.  These records will be used to assist in determining potential improvements to the grazing system to better meet the goals of the operator.

IV. Wetland Operation

Livestock can in some cases be used to manage the condition of herbaceous and woody plant species in wetland/riparian areas.  An instance of this would be using grazing to reduce invasion of exotic plants into specific habitats, such as riparian areas and vernal pools/swales. 
Grazing prescriptions for wildlife habitats are designed around specific management goals. In the case of waterfowl nesting areas, grazing would be deferred until after nesting season. Grazing intensity should

allow carryover of sufficient standing plant residues into following year to provide nesting cover. In wintering areas, where most natural waterfowl food plants are palatable to livestock,, grazing should be carefully controlled to prevent depletion of desired waterfowl food plants (e.g. no, or limited, grazing in summer or fall).

V. MONITORING
Monitoring will be based on the goals of the operator and/or client and purpose of this specific practice.  Methodologies may vary but typical subjects of monitoring include but are not limited to:

· Forage Production

· Within-Season Forage Utilization

· Recruitment Rate (germination and establishment of new plants)

· Plant Species Composition

· Habitat Structure

Monitoring techniques are identified by the conservation planner and implemented by the client or designated parties.

Refer to the Prescribed Grazing monitoring plan for your operation for details as to where, when and how to monitor for the effects of this practice.

VI. Other Requirements

The owner, operator, or other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard for the safety of all persons and property.
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