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WELL DECOMMISSIONING
Well Decommissioning is the sealing and permanent closure of a water well no longer in use.
PRACTICE INFORMATION

This practice applies to the sealing and closure of any drilled, dug, driven, bored or otherwise constructed water well determined to have no further beneficial use.
This practice requires the removal of all pumping equipment, valves, pipelines, liners, debris, other foreign material. The well casing should be removed if possible, but can be sealed and left in place. Once cleared the well water is brought to a 100 ppm chlorine concentration or other solution specified by local or state requirements.  The well is sealed 
and plugged as allowable by ASTM D5299 and state regulations.
A record of the installation of this practice including the location, date, landowner name, depth and diameter of well and casing type.
COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES

Well decommissioning is used in a Conservation Management Systems with the following practices:
· Critical Area Seeding
Refer to he practice standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide and associated Job Sheets for further information.
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I. 3 (-) Contaminants, pathogens, sediments to groundwater
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Well Decommissioning (351) 





Notes:


Effects are qualified with a plus(+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, not whether the effect is beneficial or adverse.


* See network diagrams for associated practices for impacts (e.g., Pumping Plant).
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Cumulative effect
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I.1 (+) Erosion








C.1 (-) Habitat suitability, health for humans, domestic and wild animals 





I.2 (+) Meeting water quality standards


I.6 (+) Water quality





D.3 (-) Potential for groundwater contamination





Critical Area Planting (342)





Start





Initial Settings: A water well that is no longer used is a potential source for groundwater contamination.








1. Removal of all pumps, pipes, casing and material, plugging and backfill of well as allowed by local and state laws.





C.3 (+) Quality of ground-waters





C.2 (+) Domestic water quality supply





C.4 (+/-) Income and income stability (individuals & community)











Photo courtesy of the Cass Soil and Water Conservation District, ND








The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied.  These effects are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc.  All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained.  Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.  


