Section I
Cost Data

The initial phase of evaluating the effectiveness of conservation measures is the collection, analysis, and use of current information on costs and prices. Cost data helps Soil Conservation Service personnel provide economic information to farmers, ranchers, and others who make land use and land treatment decisions.

This information can be used to evaluate the relative difference in costs and benefits of alternative resource management systems as compared to a bench mark condition. For the purpose of making resource management system evaluations, the cost of conservation practices and agricultural production costs and prices received should represent current local conditions. The actual cost of performing or installing a conservation practice may vary significantly from the cost list due to the size of the job, availability of materials, weather conditions, location and other factors.

Program Cost List
Program cost list will include conservation and practice components, practice unit, unit cost, cost share type and cost share rate for NRCS conservation cost share programs.  Common abbreviations used in the cost lists include: 1) FR = Flat Rate, 2) AC = Average Cost, 3) AM = Actual Cost not to exceed a maximum cost, 4) AA = Average Cost not to exceed an average cost, 5) CMU = Conservation Management Unit and 6)AU = Animal Unit.

Agricultural Materials Price List
The agricultural materials price list provides costs for herbicides and insecticides. This list will be maintained by the State Office and updated periodically.

Custom Rates for Idaho Agricultural Operations, 2005-2006, Bulletin No. 729
This University of Idaho publication provides information on calculating machinery operation costs and farm equipment custom work costs for Idaho.

Enterprise Budgets

Crop and livestock enterprise budgets display information about the income and expenses of a farm or ranch business. Budgets are unique to a particular field for a particular year. Yields, prices and inputs, will vary from field to field and from landuser to landuser however, budgets can be developed to approximate the cost and returns of typical crop or livestock operations. General crop and livestock budgets and be obtained from the University of Idaho, College of Agriculture. Contact the Idaho NRCS State Agricultural Economist for assistance in developing specific enterprise budgets.

Farm equipment Acres per Hour

Tables that provide acres per hour for farm equipment based on equipment width, travel speed and field efficiency.
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