Section II
Cultural Resource Information

Introduction:

This subsection summarizes NRCS responsibilities regarding consideration of cultural resources (archeological and historic properties) during all conservation planning and technical assistance activities.

NRCS policy and procedures for the consideration of cultural resources is stated in GM 420, Part 401, Policy and Procedure.

Various laws, regulations and directives require that NRCS and other federal agencies ensure their actions do not jeopardize cultural resources or result in the destruction or adverse impacts of the resource.

To comply with the laws and regulations, the effects of NRCS actions on cultural resources must be assessed.  This requires an awareness of the location of known cultural resources and training of NRCS personnel in the identification of cultural resource indicators.

Policy requires NRCS to routinely determine if a given action may affect a cultural resource as part of an environmental evaluation process.  Potential impacts to cultural resources is recorded on Form ID-ECS-1, as well as in the CON-6 notes and correspondence with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).

If it is determined a proposed action may affect a cultural resource, NRCS will refer to GM 420, Part 401, Policy and Procedures for specific guidance before continuing the action.

The district conservationist is the responsible official at the field office level for all NRCS cultural resource responsibilities.  The State Cultural Resource Coordinator will be notified, through channels, of all actions that will have a potential effect on cultural resources.

Field office information on known cultural resources is exempt from the Freedom of Information Act.  NRCS employees shall use cultural resource information gained on the job only for official purposes.

Categories and examples of cultural resources that may exist in your county follow:

Domestic
homestead, cave, camp, village, tipi ring, farmstead

Commerce/Trade
store, trading post, storage pit, site and evidence of trade

Social
grange, meeting or union hall

Government
town hall, post office, courthouse, public works

Education
schoolhouse, library, related housing

Religion
church, temple mound, sweathouse, petroglyphs, astronomical site

Funerary
burial site, cemetery, burial mound, funeral home, ossuary

Recreation and Cultural
bandstand, campground, monument, hiking trail, marker, rock art

Agriculture/Subsistence
gathering site, stone fences/alignments, corral, kill site, fishing site, irrigation system, barn, storage facility, orchard

Industry/Processing
mill, kiln, mine, quarry, dam, reservoir, wind-mill, processing plant, shell processing, telegraph station, toolmaking site

Health Care

hospital, doctor's office, rest home, resort facility

Defense
military post, fortified village, military camp, battlefield

Landscape
park, square, green, plaza, public common, fence, wall, natural historic landscape, designed landscape

Transportation
railroad, train depot, airport, wharf, ship or boatwreck, bridge, highway, trail

A hard copy of public cultural resource information can be found in NRCS Field Offices.  A list of NRCS field office locations and phone numbers can be found at:

http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?service=page/CountyMap&state=ID&stateName=Idaho&stateCode=16
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