Section II
Threatened and Endangered Species List

Introduction:

This subsection summarizes NRCS responsibilities regarding consideration of threatened and endangered species during all conservation planning and technical assistance activities. 

NRCS policy and procedures for consideration of threatened and endangered species is stated in GM 190, Section 410.22

Federal Level

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) requires that NRCS and other federal agencies ensure their actions do not jeopardize the continued existence of threatened or endangered species or result in the destruction or adverse modification of their habitat.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries maintain separate lists of species listed as threatened or endangered under their jurisdiction on the following websites:


US Fish and Wildlife Service:


http://idahoes.fws.gov

NOAA Fisheries:


http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/ 
To comply with the Act, the effects of NRCS-assisted practices on listed species and their habitats must be assessed. This requires an awareness of the location of threatened and endangered species and their habitat requirements.

State Level

Policy regarding threatened and endangered species (GM 190, Section 410.22) requires NRCS to routinely determine if a given action may affect a listed species as part of an environmental evaluation process. NRCS conducts an environmental evaluation to determine if the installation of one or more conservation practices will have a probable effect on a species listed as threatened and endangered or result in the destruction or adverse modification of its habitat. The Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) Conservation Data Center (CDC) maintains a list of rare plant and animal species.  The State of Idaho list includes State Endangered, State Threatened, State Species of Concern, as well as species listed or proposed for listing by the FWS and NOAA Fisheries. The planner needs to determine if listed species may be affected by impacts of the proposed project. 

Planners will use the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG) Conservation Data Center (CDC) Threatened and Endangered Species GIS database to locate known rare species in the project area. IDFG species list can be accessed at the following website: http://fishandgame.idaho.gov/cms/tech/CDC/ 
Impacts to threatened and endangered species are recorded on Form NRCS-CPA-52, as well as in the planning and implementation (P&I) notes and correspondence with the federal agency responsible for the protection of the species.

The consultation process with FWS or NMFS will be initiated through channels. The area conservationist will inform the State Office of all actions that will have a potentially adverse effect on listed species or their habitat.  The state conservationist will consult with FWS or NMFS on all actions that may adversely affect listed species.

Information gained on threatened and endangered species in the planning process should be shared with the cooperator who owns the land and not be made available to the general public except under the Freedom of Information Act.  Information may be provided to other agencies (e.g., Farm Services Agency) at their request, but no additional information should be provided beyond what is normally collected to comply with the Act.

NRCS concern for threatened and endangered species is not limited to those listed in the Federal Register by FWS or NMFS. Animal and plant species designated by state agencies as rare, threatened, or endangered are also included during the environmental evaluation process. The Idaho Conservation Data Center has published lists of these species which can be found in each NRCS field office reference file.

The official county list of federal threatened or endangered species is filed in the FOTG Section 2.  A hard copy of county threatened and endangered species lists can be found in NRCS Field Offices.  A list of NRCS locations and phone numbers can be found at ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/ID/contact/fieldoffices.pdf
A list of threatened and endangered species by county can be found at http://idahoes.fws.gov/#  Highlight the Threatened and Endangered Species button and follow the links to county species.
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