Section II
Waste Disposal Interpretations

The nature of the soil is important in selecting sites for sanitary facilities (such as septic tank absorption fields, sewage lagoons and sanitary landfills) and identifying limiting soil properties and site features to be considered in planning, design, and installation. The Sanitary Facilities table, with accompanying explanation, in this subsection can be used as a guide in developing sanitary facilities. 

Waste Management.  The nature of the soil is also important in the application of organic wastes and wastewater to land as fertilizers and irrigation; it is also important when the soil is used as a medium for treatment and disposal of these wastes. Favorable soil properties are required to prevent environmental damage.  The use of organic wastes and wastewater as production resources will result in energy conservation, prevent the waste of these important resources, and prevent problems associated with their disposal. Where disposal is the goal, and a maximum amount is disposed in a minimum area to hold costs to a minimum, risk of environmental damage is the principal constraint. Where the reuse goal is pursued, and a minimum amount is applied to a maximum area to obtain the greatest benefit, environmental damage is unlikely.  Interpretations developed for waste management may include ratings for:

· Manure and food processing wastes

· Municipal sewage sludge

· Irrigation use of wastewater

· Treatment of wastewater by the slow rate process, overland flow process, or rapid infiltration process. If available, these should be located in this subsection.

See the National Soil Handbook, Part 620, for criteria used in rating soils for sanitary facilities and waste management.

Soil interpretations can be obtained from the Soil Data Mart or from the Soil Data Viewer application of Customer Service Toolkit.  

Soils data on the Soil Data Mart:  The Soil Data Mart is the central location for official soil survey information and can generate standard reports as found in many modern, published soil surveys.  This is not direct access to the NASIS database.  Direct access to soils data in NASIS can be done through the State Soil Scientist.  Field offices should use the Soil Data Mart to obtain their needed reports.  Updates to this data will be completed periodically, as determined by the State Soil Scientist.  Soils data, by soil survey area, are provided at the following site:   http://soildatamart.nrcs.usda.gov/   

· Select a state to view reports for 

· Select a soil survey area 

· Decide whether to report for all map units or selected ones 

· Select a report and view or print it

Soils data in Customer Service Toolkit:  Soil information may also be obtained through the application of the Soil Data Viewer within Customer Service Toolkit.  Soil Data is downloaded from NASIS into an MSAccess database which is then linked to the spatial SSURGO data.  All of this data is then loaded into the Soil Data Viewer as part of the Customer Service Toolkit on the CCE machines.  The Access data base can then be used to generate standard reports as found in many modern, published soil surveys.  The Access database is located in F:\Data\Geodata\Soils.  Updates to this data will be completed periodically, as determined by the State Soil Scientist.
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