PRESCRIBED BURNING (338) – FOREST SLASH PILE

SPECIFICATION WORKSHEET

 (ACRE)


EQIP Contract Number:





CIN #:


Definition: This application is specific to the burning of forest slash that has been produced as a result of a Forest Stand Improvement (666), Fuel Break (383), Forest Slash Treatment (384), Fire Break (394) or Forest Site Preparation (490) operation. Prescribed fire will be applied to predetermined areas under conditions that will control the intensity and minimize the potential of an escape to a wildland fire.
Purpose: To reduce wildfire hazards and/or prepare regeneration sites.
Conditions where practice applies: On forestlands.


Producer Name & Address:



Telephone Number:

_______________________________

___________________
_______________________________

_______________________________

Producer Objective for the Overall Stand:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Legal Description:





Tract Number: 

​​​​​​​_______________________________________

_____________________________
_______________________________________
Acres
:   ________________________________
GENERAL SLASH PILE BURN SPECIFICATIONS:
1. Vegetation Type:
· Slash and brush that has been generated from Forest Stand Improvement or Forest Site Preparation activities. Slash and brush are in piles. Conifer species consist of ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, grand fir, western larch, lodgepole pine, western white pine, and sub-alpine fir. Brush species are variable, but will generally be species that range from snowberry to maple in size and ecologic amplitude.
· Slash piles can be protected from fire creep by constructed fire lines or can be unlined.  Landing piles will be rare in this application. Dozer piles or hand piles will be located throughout the treatment area. Piles may be as large as 50 feet by 12 feet but will be no larger than 750 feet square at the base and no higher than 20 feet. All materials will be bucked to lengths of 25 feet or shorter. Slash piles will be reasonably free of dirt and will be compressed in order to facilitate an expected consumption of 90% or greater.
· Slash piles will be located no closer than 25 feet from a live tree. Larger piles will be located at a sufficient distance from live trees so that scorch damage to residual trees will be minimal and non-lethal.
2. Burning season and period: 

· The preferred burning period is Oct. 21st thru May 9th, assuming acceptable conditions exist. This is the “open” burning season in Idaho. Other periods for burning may be allowable depending again on conditions and obtaining a burn permit.
3. Air Quality:

· If burning takes place during the periods of March 1 to May 31 or September 1 through November 30th, burning should occur only during periods of good or excellent ventilation as forecast by the Monitoring Unit of the Montana/Idaho Inter-state Airshed Group at www.smokemu.org. At other times of the year, use the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality’s website at www.deq.idaho.gov and follow the air quality links for regional information. From November 1 to March 31, call 800-633-6247 for information about non-attainment airsheds.
4. Soil Protection Considerations:

· Limit the size of piles in order to reduce intensity and duration of burn.
· All piling and burning will be conducted in a manner which reduces soil damage from burning. Soil damage includes loss of nutrients through vitalization, loss of microbial populations, loss of organic matter, lowered infiltration rates and reduced structural integrity of underlying soil material.

· Areas of erosive soils will not be selected for piling and burning.

· Piles should be burned during periods when soil moisture is adequate to buffer against heat damage.
5. Slope considerations:

· Where possible, slash piles will be located on the flatter portions of the treatment unit.

· When piling and burning occur on steeper lands, the increased potential of fire escape will be addressed. It may be necessary to limit pile size and/or construct fire lines or defer burning to more optimum times.
6. Permits:

· The producer is responsible for obtaining and following all Federal, State, local and tribal burning permits, and to abide by all air quality mandates for this practice.

7. Precautionary and Other Measures:
· Phone numbers and contacts of local emergency, law enforcement and fire protective areas and fire districts will be on site at all times. At all times during the burn, the producer will have the ability through cell phone or radio to contact emergency response organizations within the local county.
· The producer will not conduct burns outside of his or her range of legal authority or technical expertise.

· The producer will patrol burns until the danger of escape has passed.

· At no time will unauthorized USDA/NRCS employees be on-site while the burn is conducted, nor will Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) or USDA/NRCS employees ignite any slash pile.
8. Table 1: Preferred and range of acceptable conditions for slash burning - majority of operations:
	
	Preferred conditions
	Acceptable conditions

	Wind speed
	4 mph
	1 – 10 mph

	Wind direction
	Site specific
	Site specific

	Temperature
	40 degrees F
	0 – 60 degrees F

	Relative humidity
	40%
	25 - 100%

	1-hr fuel moisture (in unit)

	12%
	6 – 20%

	10-hr fuel moisture (in unit)
	14%
	8 – 20%

	100-hr fuel moisture (in unit)
	15%
	10 - 20%


SITE SPECIFIC BURN PLAN:
1. Map or location of area to be burned:

              Scale 1"=________ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


NOTE:  Refer to page 1 for Township/Range and Section location.
2. Description of the area to be burned: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
SITE SPECIFIC BURN PLAN (cont.):
3. Objectives of the burn:


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
4. Burn prescription:


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
5. Pre-burn preparation:

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
6. Labor and Equipment needs for ignition, line patrol, containment and mop-up:

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
7. Escape routes, designated meeting place following emergency evacuation, authorities to contact in case of injury or emergency:


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
8. Other Considerations and Requirements:


________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

REVIEW AND APPROVAL:

Design Provided by: ________________________________
   ________________






  Name



   Date
      Representing:  ________________________________________________________

I have reviewed and understand the specifications and agree to complete the project accordingly. I agree to operate and maintain the project, as needed, to serve the intended purpose for the planned design life (15 years).

The Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) has provided me with basic information and techniques concerning prescribed burning. I fully understand that it is my responsibility to comply with local, State and Federal air pollution and fire regulations and laws and any other variances pertaining to the use and management of fires; that I am liable for damages resulting from the fire and cost of suppression if the fire escapes from the designated area; and that it is my responsibility to comply with this fire prescription and burn plan.

I also understand that if I do not have the technical qualifications and legal authority to conduct the burn that I will hire or otherwise obtain the services of a qualified professional to complete this activity.

I will follow all IDL Forest Practice Act requirements for this and associated practices.
Prior to installation I will contact the Idaho Department of Lands for approval of any modifications in these plans and specifications.

____________________________________

________________

Owner/Operator





Date

CERTIFICATION:
Certification that this completed project meets standards and specifications as outlined in this document:

____________________________________

________________

NRCS Designated Representative



Date

Field Office: ______________________________________________________
PRODUCER: 
REPORT COMPLETED PRACTICES TO YOUR LOCAL IDL PRIVATE FORESTRY SPECIALIST.
� The acreage covered in this specification will be the same as that given for the Forest Stand Improvement, Fuel Break, Forest Slash Treatment, Fire Break or Forest Site Preparation activity which generated the slash.





� Fuel types are important in predicting fire effects. For a description of fire modeling together with information links visit the following site:  � HYPERLINK "http://frames.nbii.gov/projects/resources/256,1,A%20comprehensive%20set%20of%20standard%20fire%20behavior%20fuel%20models%20for%20use%20with%20Rothermel’s%20spread%20model" ��http://frames.nbii.gov/projects/resources/256,1,A comprehensive set of standard fire behavior fuel models for use with Rothermel’s spread model�
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