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RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN No:  300-7-6
DATE:  January 23, 2007
SUBJECT:  Clarification of WHIP Ranking Criteria
Purpose:  To provide guidance on criteria to evaluate questions in the FY2007 WHIP Ranking Tool so that all WHIP applicants are evaluated in a consistent manner.
Expiration Date:  September 30, 2007
Beginning in FY2007 all WHIP applicants will be ranked using the online Protracts Ranking Tool.  The goal of the Ranking Tool is to provide consistent framework to implement the application ranking process.  The framework includes the following functions:
· Cost Effectiveness of the selected system based on the selected Resource Concern (s), Applicant Selected Practices, Practice Average Cost and Conservation Practice Physical Effects.

· Consideration of National Priorities

· Consideration of State Priorities

· Consideration of Local Priorities

Further classification of the following question within the WHIP Ranking Tool located under the “National Issue” is as follows:

1. Will the treatment you intend to implement using WHIP result in the restoration of declining or important native wildlife habitats?


To answer yes to this question the habitat being restored must be one of the following: 


Riparian wetland, riparian buffers, wetlands, tidal wetlands, early successional habitat, 
grassland habitat, or aquatic ecosystems
2. Will the treatment you intend to implement using WHIP result in the protection, restoration, development, or enhancement of wildlife habitat for at-risk species which can include candidate species and State listed threatened and endangered species?


To answer yes to this question the species to be benefited must be found in the following 
documents and noted as State Endangered (SE), State Threatened (ST), or Concern(C): 


http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/PDF%20FILES/plants.pdf 

http://www.ri.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/PDF%20FILES/animals.pdf 
3. Will the treatment you intend to implement using WHIP result in the protection, restoration, development, or enhancement of wildlife habitat for federally listed threatened and endangered wildlife species?


To answer yes to this question the species to be benefited must be listed in the above    
documents and noted as Federally Endangered (FE) or Federally Threatened (FT).

4. Will the treatment you intend to implement using WHIP result in the protection, restoration, development or enhancement of declining or important aquatic wildlife species’ habitats?


The following are included in important aquatic habitat: submerged aquatic vegetation,


anadromous fish runs, eel runs, fresh water native fish habitat.

Further Classification of the following question within the WHIP Ranking Tool located under the “State Issues” is as follows:

1. Does the project have direct impacts on a federal or state listed T&E species?


To answer yes to this question the species to be benefited must be found in the following 
documents and noted as State Endangered (SE), State Threatened (ST), Federally 
Endangered (FE) or Federally Threatened (FT) in the documents sited above.

If you have questions or need assistance, please contact the Rhode Island WHIP Program Manager, Joseph Bachand, at 401-822-8818
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