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I. Scope

The work shall consist of controlling grazing through fencing or herding, so that each grazing unit will receive alternate periods of grazing and rest.

II. Areas And Time

The areas to be grazed shall be shown on the plans and, the time periods for grazing and resting are shown on the Practice Requirement sheet, or grazing calendar.

III. Grazing Operations

The grazing area shall be divided into two or more grazing units unless other arrangements provide for periodic deferment of grazing.

Changing the order of grazing through grazing units should increase the seeding success of desirable species from year to year.

Rotation of grazing among grazing units shall be based on plant development, degree of use, or residual dry matter levels, and not on calendar dates.

Salting should be used as a means to achieve even livestock distribution.  Salt and other supplements should be placed in areas not readily used by livestock and away from wetlands and riparian areas.
Grazing when soils are wet should be avoided when possible, especially with finer textured soils to minimize soil compaction and other adverse effects.  Grazing in riparian areas should be controlled by season of use where necessary to benefit water quality.

IV. Benefits of Grazing prescription

There are some benefits to annual range ecosystems by developing a grazing schedule or

prescription. The following items are examples:

Take grazing pressure off riparian areas during critical growth periods or during wet season to minimize erosion and water quality impairment.

Reduce livestock trailing and grazing pressure around established long term watering developments, lakes and streams.

Reduce livestock browsing impact on key shrubs.

Manipulate key plant communities by regulating grazing pressure at critical phenological stages. Livestock impacts may create improved seed bed conditions to encourage or discourage targeted plant species.

Eroding areas should regain or improve their vegetative cover.

Easier to manage livestock (breeding, spraying, treating, etc.)

Reduce soil compacting during wet periods.

Avoid grazing of areas important to wildlife at critical period, (e.g. waterfowl nesting, fawning.)

Avoid grazing areas that have poisonous plants.

Many areas of the state dominated by annual grasslands have relict populations of native perennial grasses, particularly where precipitation is greater than 15-20 inches, in drainages, or on shaded north-facing slopes.  Where it is the desire of the landowner to increase the expression of native perennial grasses planned grazing systems should be developed and implemented.  Current research indicates that intense management will be necessary.

Deferred grazing shall be required on all native or naturalized grazing lands following brush management, range seeding, prescribed fire, or wildfires that destroy vegetative cover.

V. Wetland Operation

Livestock can be used to control excessive herbaceous growth in wetlands.  Livestock grazing can be used to reduce invasion of exotic plants into vernal pools. 

Grazing should be planned to meet desired management goals, i.e. nesting areas -- graze after nesting season; grazing intensity should allow carry over of vegetation into following year which coupled with new growth provides nesting cover; wintering areas -- since most natural waterfowl food plants are palatable to livestock, grazing time and intensity should be carefully controlled to prevent heavy grazing of desired waterfowl food plants (e.g. no or limited grazing in summer or fall).

VI. Annual Rangelands Grazing Operations

Adequate residual dry matter (RDM) will be left on the land for erosion control and sustained forage production.  Research shows the need for residual dry matter to shield the mineral soil from sheet and rill erosion.  It also shows the relationship between mulch/residual dry matter and germination of desirable annual forage species.
The amounts of residual dry matter left shall be a minimum of  800 pounds air dry weight per acre on sites having slopes less than 30 percent; and 1,000 pounds air dry weight per acre on sites having slopes greater than 30 percent. Greater levels of residual dry matter may be needed in extreme situations depending on soil surface conditions.

On sites producing 800 pounds or less per acre or during dry years leave 50 percent of the current year's growth as residual dry matter.

Residual dry matter shall be measured just prior to the beginning of the rainy season. Normally this will be about November 1. Livestock grazing use shall not exceed the RDM recommendation for the site. Intensive grazing systems must leave minimum RDM while grazing during the rainy season to protect the soil. RDM mapping should be used to track utilization from year to year.  Livestock grazing time and intensity should be designed to promote desired composition and density of plants.

It must be recognized that a discrepancy exists between the quantities of residual dry matter recommended by the University of California Cooperative Extension Leaflet #21327 “Guidelines for Residue Management on Annual Range” and the values above.  Most of this difference can be explained by the differing methods of clipping employed between the UCCE and NRCS.  UCCE clips a 1 square foot plot to mirror the vegetation that can be managed and consumed by grazing livestock.  Residual dry matter from unpalatable weeds and summer annuals such as tarweed are not clipped since they are usually not consumed by grazing livestock.

NRCS clips a .96 square foot plot on annual grassland but clips the entire residual dry material, making an effort to distinguish current from previous years organic matter.  NRCS is concerned with erosion-preventive aspects of RDM, role of RDM as standing forage in the fall, as well as the germination benefits attributed to RDM.  It should be recognized that higher levels of RDM reflecting taller cover value for wildlife may be recommended in specific instances.  Higher levels of stubble height are desirable in ephemeral riparian areas.

VII. Supporting Practices

When fences are specified, the fences shall be installed as specified by Practice Specification 382-Fence. Temporary or moveable fencing may also contribute to ease of livestock control.  Practice specification 614 Trough/Tank including pipelines are often needed.

VIII. Other Requirements

The owner, operator, or other persons shall conduct all work and operations in accordance with proper safety codes for the type of equipment and operations being performed with due regard for the safety of all persons and property
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