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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 
CONSERVATION PRACTICE DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
PRESCRIBED GRAZING 

(Ac.) 
CODE 528 

 
Management Intensity I 

 
REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION  

A. Conservation Plan Map. 

B. Adequate inventory performed, SD-CPA-40, Conservation Planning Data. 

C. South Dakota (SD) Specification Sheet SD-CPA-39, Feed and Forage Balance Sheet. 

D. SD Specification Sheet SD-CPA-15a and/or SD-CPA-15b, Grazing Management Schedules and Plans (all 
pastures). 

E. SD Specification Sheet SD-CPA-16, Record of Livestock Grazing, or similar record system provided by the 
producer (all pastures). 

PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 
“Plan Map” - complete the following:  

• If applicable, delineate any significant changes in similarity index or trend (condition breaks). 
• Designate land use and delineate all existing and planned improvements (fences, ponds, tanks, 

etc.). 

SD-CPA-40, Conservation Planning Data 

• Inventory all pertinent pastures to include but not limited to; soils, plants, animals (domestic and non-
domestic), water resources, and all human management interactions (past and present grazing 
rotations, stocking rates, husbandry, and supplemental programs). 

SD-CPA-39, Feed and Forage Balance Sheet 

• Complete all data on SD-CPA-39 

ANALYSE all of your notes with the producer. 

REVIEW forage balance sheet with the producer; discuss any concerns regarding forage surpluses or deficiencies.  

PLAN with the producer addressing all identified resource concerns on pertinent grazing lands to include a Grazing 
Schedule (SD-CPA-15b), or Time Control Grazing Sequence (SD-CPA-15a), that meets the producer’s goals and 
objectives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE EMPLOYEES SHOULD CLIP AT LEAST ONE FIELD PER RANCH IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO COMPLETE 
THE OCULAR ESTIMATIONS WITH A REASONABLE DEGREE OF ACCURACY. 

SOUTH DAKOTA TECHNICAL GUIDE          NOTICE SD-221 
SECTION IV            OCTOBER 2005 



DR-528-2 

Management Intensity II 
 

All items from Management Intensity I Plus: 
 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION  
A. For rangeland – SD Specification Sheets SD-ECS-12, Apparent Trend Determination, or SD-ECS-11, Rangeland 

Health. 

B. For rangeland - SD Specification Sheets SD-ECS-13, Rangeland Similarity Index/Stocking Rate, or SD-ECS-14, 
Determination of Similarity Index (all fields). 

C. For pastureland – SD Specification Sheets SD-ECS-15, Pasture Condition Score Sheet. 

PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 
INVENTORY on either the “Plan Map” or “Resource Inventory Map” complete the following: 

• Individually delineate and label all ecological sites (rangeland) and forage suitability groups (pasture) or list the 
ecological sites and forage suitability groups found in each field with the percentage that each site occupies. 

• Delineate the location of the key management sites where trend, similarity indexes, pasture condition score, and 
rangeland health were measured. 

• For pastureland, indicate the management specie(s) for each field on the plan map. 

• For rangeland, at a minimum of two key management sites, determine a similarity index rating (SD-ECS-13, or 
SD-ECS-14), or Trend Rating (SD-ECS-12).  The interpretive (historic) plant community will be used to determine 
similarity index and trend. 

• For pastureland, at a minimum of two key management sites UNLESS all pastures have the same key species 
and are similar in production.  Then one key management site will be sufficient. 

ANALYSE all of your notes along with the SD-ECS-12 or SD–ECS-11, SD-ECS-13 or SD-ECS-14, and SD-ECS-15 with 
the producer.  

PLAN with the producer addressing all identified resource concerns on pertinent grazing lands (Arc View Map) to include 
a Grazing Schedule (SD-CPA-15b or Time Control Grazing Sequence (SD-CPA-15a) that meets the producers’ goals and 
objectives. 

PERFORMANCE 
FOLLOW–UP with the producer on an annual basis on all identified resource concerns to include utilization rates and 
grazing rotations.  Complete SD-CPA-16, Record of Livestock Grazing, and adjust accordingly. 
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Management Intensity III 
 

All items from Management Intensity I & II Plus: 
 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION  
A. Drought Management Plan 

B. Monitoring records including cage plots, photographs, point intercept cover, production, species composition, 
and/or utilization data.  

PLANNING REQUIREMENTS 
INVENTORY historic weather patterns and develop a monitoring plan.  Then establish permanent monitoring points at key 
management areas.  A minimum of two points will be established (on small grazing units which are very homogeneous, 
one point would be acceptable).  Data to be collected may include cage plots or enclosures, photographs, and point 
intercept. 

ANALYSE all past and current weather data and data from monitoring plots that included utilization levels and total 
production (cage plots or enclosures) and point intercept. 

PLAN with the producer addressing all identified resource concerns on pertinent grazing lands (Arc View Map) to include 
a Drought Management Plan based on annual weather records and historical climatic data. 

PERFORMANCE 
FOLLOW–UP with the producer on an annual basis and monitor weather records and implement drought plan as 
required. 

• Annually complete all data requirements of the monitoring plan. 

• Every five years, complete a new Similarity Index rating (SD-ECS-13 or SD-ECS-14), a new Trend Rating (SD-
ECS-12), or Rangeland Health Assessment (SD-ECS-11), and a new Pasture Condition Score (SD-ECS-15) at 
the same location(s) as the original measurements. 
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