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RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN No:  180-6-2
DATE:  March 29, 2006
SUBJECT:  CPA - Documentation of Conservation Plans for RI
Purpose:  To provide guidance to field staff and others on when to report in Performance Results System (PRS) conservation planning acres for individuals, groups and others.
Field staff and others are requested to report in NRCS’s Performance Results System (PRS) conservation planning acres for individuals, groups and others when conservation plans are developed or significantly revised during the fiscal year to treat soil, water, air, plant, and animal resource concerns.  This will require that the planner and client have gone through the Steps 1 through 7 of the nine step planning process and that this process is documented in the client’s case file.
The following PRS business rules will be followed in order to report conservation plans written in PRS:
· All plans written must be documented in the case file, as required by RI-NRCS Supplemental policy to General Manual 180, Section 409. 

· The acreage reported under this performance measure is NOT cumulative from fiscal year to fiscal year. It is for the fiscal year in which the plan is written. 

· Individual conservation plans cannot be claimed repeatedly either during a given fiscal year or subsequent fiscal years, unless a new plan approval date has been assigned, as a result of significant changes to the existing conservation plan. 

· Conservation planning acreage reported cannot exceed the acreage within a geospatial area, for all land uses and by land use, as estimated by the National Resources Inventory (NRI). 

· Practices need not be scheduled to be applied within the fiscal year in which the plan is being
For the purpose of reporting progress in PRS, the plan approval date is the date that the client formally accepts the plan.  The client could formally accept the plan when the planner discusses the plan with him/her.  That would be the approval date.  The client could accept the plan either face to face or even over the phone and an entry will be made into the case file to document approval date.
If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact J. Eric Scherer, SRC.
ROYLENE RIDES AT THE DOOR 

State Conservationist
Distribution:  All RI certified conservation planners and program managers and PRS Coordinator.
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