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RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN NO.:  180-6-3
DATE:  May 25, 2006

SUBJECT:
CPA - Rhode Island NRCS policy for Identification and Delineation of Wetlands for National Food Security Act (FSA) requirements. 

Purpose:
Certification of a wetland determination means that the wetland determination is of sufficient quality to make a determination of ineligibility for USDA program benefits (16 U.S.C. §3822(a)(3)).  All certified wetland determinations must be completed in accordance with the determination procedures outlined in NFSAM (180), Part 514, Subparts B and C.

Certified wetland determinations in Rhode Island for the purposes of FSA requirements must be completed by a qualified NRCS employee, as determined by the State Conservationist.

Qualified employees must meet the following criteria:

· Have completed and received a certificate from the US ACOE as having attended and completed the Regulatory IV – Interagency Wetlands Identification and Delineation training; and/or

· Have completed and received a certificate from NEDC as having attended and completed the course Hydric Soils for Wetland Delineation;

· Has the appropriate job classification (Series GS 401, General Natural Resources Management and Biological Sciences, GS 457, Soil Conservationist and GS 470, Soil Scientist); and

· Has demonstrated proficiency in making certified wetland determinations (a passing review by Assistant State Soil Scientist of at least a minimum of three separate sites).

All qualified employees must maintain their status through on-the-job activities (complete a minimum of three determinations and delineations per year) and attain 24 hours of CEUs (or their equivalent) every three years through approved refresher courses and training sessions on wetland identification and delineation (this can also be achieved as a qualified instructor for such courses).  Acceptable courses from NEDC include: Advanced Hydric Soils for Soil Scientists and Hydrology Tools for Wetland Restoration and Determination.

If you have any questions on this issue, please contact J. Eric Scherer, State Resource Conservationist at (401) 822-8814.

ROYLENE RIDES AT THE DOOR

State Conservationist

Distribution:  Field Office Staff, Program Staff and Technology Staff
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