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RHODE ISLAND BULLETIN No:  300-7-2
DATE:  October 30, 2006
SUBJECT:  LTP – Agricultural Producer Eligibility Criteria for RI EQIP FY 2007
Purpose:  To transmit information on Agricultural Producer eligibility criteria for RI EQIP FY 2007
Expiration Date:  September 30, 2007
Background:  In Rhode Island, the following Agricultural Producer eligibility criteria must be met to be determined an agricultural producer for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) FOR FY 2007.

Agricultural Producer Eligibility Criteria

1. In order to be considered an agricultural producer, including beginning farmer, there   must be a minimum of $2500 or more of agricultural products produced or sold in 2005, or from Dec. 1, 2005 to Dec. 1, 2006 if a beginning farmer.  If this was not achieved due to drought or some other natural circumstance, producers must meet the income requirements for two of the last 5 years.  The following exceptions apply:
a. Limited resource producers must meet the minimum National criteria, which states, “in order to be considered an agricultural producer, there must be a minimum of $1000 or more of agricultural products produced or sold in the previous year, or two of the last five years if due to drought or other natural circumstances.”
b. Forest landowners must own a minimum of ten (10) acres of forestland.  There are no income requirements; however, producers with forest land must show proof of one of the following:
i. A forest management plan or forest stewardship plan, or

ii. A prior record of timber harvest or revenue from timber sales, or

iii. Proof of capital investment on forest practices such as:
1. tree plantings

2. forest stand improvement

3. site preparation

4. other agro forestry practices
If open agricultural land is present, applicants must meet income requirements as stated above.  Forest landowners who do not have agricultural income may only apply for forestry related practices (see Bulletin 300-7-1)
2. For Horse operations, there must be a minimum of $2500 or more of agricultural products produced or sold in the previous year, or two out of the last five years if due to drought or some other natural circumstance the income requirement was not met for the previous year.  In addition, there must be a minimum of five Animal Units (Au) (an Au = 1000 lbs, a horse = 1.25 Au) and five undeveloped acres with non-hydric soil(s) contiguous to the barn, unless granted an exception by the State Conservationist.  Stabling operations, without the production of food, fiber or breed stock, are ineligible.  

For all of the above, agricultural products include, but are not limited to, crops and livestock produced for food; fiber; breeding stock; plus ornamentals such as cut flowers, nursery stock or sod; seed crops; trees and other agro-forestry products,

All producers who think they meet the qualifications listed above MUST provide a summary of the crops and/or livestock produced and/or sold the previous year.  In addition they must list the number of acres in production by crop type, and/or list the number of acres grazed for livestock operations, as applicable   If they cannot demonstrate that they meet the criteria for the previous year, they must describe the circumstances that prevented achieving the criteria, along with a complete summary of crops and/or livestock producer and/or sold for each of the last five years.   Or, if preferable, producers may provide a copy of IRS Schedule F form for each of the last five years, in lieu of the summary of crops/livestock produced.

Limited Resource and Beginning Farmers

Limited Resource Producers and Beginning Farmers are eligible for a higher cost share rate, according to EQIP Manual 515.81c.  Any applicant seeking to receive the higher cost-share rate as either Beginning or Limited Resource Farmer must check YES on question number 2 when they submit the CCC-1200 application form.  Definitions for both can be found in the website listed below question number 2 on the CCC-1200.  Cost-share rates for limited resource producers and beginning farmers are 90% for all practices except certain management practices, which provide a 100% incentive payment
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