USDA  Natural Resources Conservation Service                                                                          Utah

Habitat Model for Sharp-tailed Grouse
	Owner/Operator:
	Field Office:

	County:
	

	Assisted By:
	Acres:
	Date:

	Location (Township, Range, Section):

	General Information:  This model was developed based on the habitat requirements of sharp-tailed grouse, but it is assumed that managing for this species will provide benefits for other birds and small mammals.  Sharp-tailed grouse once ranged through northern and central Utah to Piute County, but are now limited to 3 counties. Conversion of native bunch grass ranges to cropland, and domestic livestock grazing are believed to have caused the decline. Bunch-grass areas of the foothills and benches interspersed with deciduous shrubs is the preferred habitat. Primary food items are grass seeds, green vegetation, fruits of wild shrubs and trees, buds, and waste grains. Insects are needed by nesting hens and broods during the summer. Sharp-tailed grouse are native to Utah and are considered a sensitive species by the Division of Wildlife Resources.

	Factor - Components
	Values

	Before
	After

	1 Percent of planning area providing woody cover 

	a) > or = 10%
b) 5 - 9%
c) 1 - 4 % 

d) No shrub cover on CTU
	1.0

0.5 - 0.9

0.1 - 0.4

0.0
	
	

	2 Composition of woody cover (dominant species)

	a) Shrub-steppe, mountain shrub
b) Riparian trees (willow, cottonwood, alder) or aspen
c) Pinyon-Juniper, other conifer or desert scrub
	0.8 - 1.0
0.5 – 0.7
0.0 – 0.4
	
	

	3 Average height of herbaceous cover on planning area (measured in mid-April)

	a) > or = 8”
b) 5” – 7”
c) 3” – 4 “
d) < or = 2” 
	1.0
0.5 – 0.9
0.1 – 0.4
0.0 
	
	

	4 Percent of planning area providing spring herbaceous cover over 5 “ in height

	a) 90 – 100 % 

b) 45 – 89 % 

c) 6 –  44 % 

d) < 5% 
	1.0

0.5 - 0.9

0.1 - 0.4

0.0
	
	

	5 Herbaceous cover composition

	a) Bunchgrasses with legumes and other forbs
b) Grain, grass, and/ or legume crops
c) Sod-forming grasses or row crops
	1.0
0.5 – 0.9 
0.0 – 0.4
	
	

	6 Distance between woody and herbaceous cover types

	a) < or = 1 mile

b)  1.1 – 2.4 miles
c) 2.5 – 3.5
d) > 3.5
	1.0

0.5 – 0.9
0.1 -0.4
0.0
	
	

	7 Herbaceous cover management
	
	
	

	a) Not mowed or hayed between April 1 – July 15
b) Portions not mowed or hayed between April 15 – June 1
c) Mowed or hayed between April 15 – June 1
	1.0

0.5 

0.0
	
	

	
	SUM
	
	

	Final Habitat Model Score = SUM / 7
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