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Inspections and maintenance are required to achieve the intended function, benefits, and life of the practice.  The landowner/operator is responsible to establish and implement an inspection and maintenance program.  Items to inspect and maintain during the 25-year design life of the practice include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. Inspect after significant storm events and at least annually to identify repair and maintenance needs.

2. Follow your comprehensive nutrient management plan.

3. Do not dispose of dead animals, greases, syringes, human waste, or other wastes in the tank.

4. Inspect concrete sumps, pits, walls, ramps, slats, and floors often for separations and/or cracks, which would indicate potential failure.  Repairs should be made immediately.  A thorough inspection should be made each time the waste tank is emptied.

5. Check backfill areas around concrete structures often for unusual settlement.  Determine if settlement is caused by backfill consolidation or failure of concrete walls.  Repair walls or fill, as appropriate.

6. A good vegetative cover of recommended grassed should be maintained on backfill around structures. If the vegetative cover is damaged it should be reestablished as soon as possible. The vegetative cover should be mowed twice a year to stimulate a vigorous plant growth.

7. Outlets of foundation and subdrains should be checked frequently and kept open.  The outflow from these drains should be checked when storage is being used to determine if there is leakage from the tank.  If leakage is detected, repairs should be planned and made when the facility is empty.

8. Inspect haul roads and approaches to and from the storage facility frequently to determine the need for replacement stone or other stabilizing materials.

9. All appurtenances - pipes, pumps, manure pumps, valves, gates, etc., should be inspected periodically (minimum of twice a year) to make sure they are functional, structurally sound, and are not cracked, broken, and/or a safety hazard to the operator or livestock.  Repair as needed.

10. Check frequently for burrowing animals.  When found, remove the burrowing animals, replace embankment materials, and reseed.

11. Waste storage structure signs should be clearly posted and maintained.  These signs should state the type of structure and the dangers of entering potentially hazardous air space.  The biodegradation of the waste releases a number of gases, which could be explosive or suffocative. 

12. Do not operate loaded feed wagon, trucks, manure spreaders, or other heavy equipment within five feet of the tank walls.

13. Maintain the depth gauge that visually shows the following elevations:

· Maximum operating level.

· Top of emergency volume.

· Top of freeboard volume.  

14. Begin emptying or drawdown according to the schedule in the CNMP or sooner if the contents of the storage facility reach the maximum operating level.

15. Inspect the outlet of any artificial drainage system installed to lower a perched seasonal high water table adjacent to the waste storage facility.  The inspections should occur at least twice a year:  (a) once during the high water table season to ensure that water is flowing indicating the system is operating [not blocked] and (b) once during the dry season to ensure there is no direct leakage from the storage facility into the drainage system that may be indicated by high flow rate, turbidity, discoloration, odors or other unusual characteristics of the flow.  Immediately investigate any indication of blockage or leakage and consult a qualified individual for any corrective action needed.
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