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1. scope

The work shall consist of excluding animals, people or vehicles from an area, including furnishing necessary equipment, materials and labor.

2. general requirements

Procedures, technical details and other information listed below provide additional guidance for carrying out selected components of the named practice.  This material supplements the requirements and considerations listed in the conservation standard.

Installation shall be in accord with these specifications and special requirements. For federally funded practices, no changes are to be made to these specifications, the design or drawings without prior NRCS approval.

The completed jog shall be workmanlike and present a good appearance. The job site shall have a neat appearance after completion.

It shall be the responsibility of the owner to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all regulations and laws pertaining to this installation.

NRCS assumes no responsibility for interference with private or public utilities or facilities.

On Federal, State and Tribal lands, the landowner/lessee must have clearances and approvals or permits from the responsible permitting agency prior to any construction. 

For Federally funded practices, the area of potential effect for each undertaking must be investigated for cultural resources under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, before soil disturbance occurs.

For Federally funded practices, NRCS must determine if installation of this practice will affect any federal, tribal, or state listed threatened or endangered species or their habitat prior to application or construction. If this action may affect a listed species or result in modification of a critical habitat, NRCS will advise the land user of the requirements of the Endangered Species Act and recommend alternative conservation treatments to avoid adverse effects. Further assistance will be provided only if the land user selects one of the alternatives, or at the request of the landowner, NRCS may initiate consultation with US Fish and Wildlife Service. Any special requirements for endangered species are shown under special requirements.

For Federally funded practices, if during any installation, cultural resources, historical resources, threatened/endangered species are found, the landowner/lessee agrees to stop all work and immediately notify NRCS.

The owner, operator, contractor or other persons will conduct all work and operations according to proper safety codes with due regard to the safety of all persons and property.

Installation shall be done in a manner that minimizes erosion and air and water pollution to within legal limits.

Waste materials shall be burned, buried, or removed from the site as required by local laws and regulations.

Chemical pollutants such as oil, transmission fluid, lubricant and grease spills shall be cleaned up, disposed of, and removed from the site according to Federal, State, Tribal and Local government regulations. The contractor shall be responsible for preventing his operation from contaminating open and ground water sources.

A.
Barriers

Barriers must be strong enough to prevent use by targeted vehicles, animals or people.  Barrier life expectancy must be adequate for the intended purpose.

B.
Vehicle

Barriers to protect areas from vehicles need to be large and heavy to prevent being moved.  Boulders, multiple large mounds of soil, logs, or any combination, can be used.  If lumber is used, it should be treated with a preservative to minimize rot damage or termite infestation.  

C.
Animal

Barriers to protect areas from animals, both domestic and wild, need to be of sufficient size and strength to be able to with stand animal pressure.

Barrier life expectancy must be adequate for the intended purpose.  If fences are to be built, fencing specification, code 382, will be followed. Domestic livestock will be excluded from wildlife areas during critical periods identified for the wildlife species of concern. Domestic livestock may be excluded entirely except for periods of flash grazing if needed to maintain health of the ecosystem.

D.
Human

Barriers to deter human use can be boulders, mounds of soil, vegetation, logs, fences, gates or signs.  All areas to be protected will be posted.

Timing and exclusion periods must be described to accomplish intended purposes.  For maximum plant growth, use should be excluded when plant growth starts, to the first killing frost.  For extremely sensitive areas, or to protect endangered/sensitive plant and animal species, exclude use year round.  

E.
Windbreak and Forest Reproduction

1. Windbreaks/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) must be protected from livestock browsing until the trees have reached a height beyond the reach of grazing animals.

2. Pine, juniper and Arizona cypress plantations must be protected from grazing until the trees are at least 3 feet tall.

3. Christmas tree plantations of all species must be protected from livestock until they are 5 to 6 feet tall.

F.
Critical Areas

Livestock will be excluded from critically eroded areas until grass or other protective cover is well established. Periodic grazing of the area may be desirable, but this grazing should not exceed Prescribed Grazing (528a) specifications.

G.
Recreation Areas

Recreation areas that receive continuous recreational use shall have livestock excluded. Recreational areas having only seasonal use shall have livestock excluded during the season of recreation use. Grazing by domestic livestock during the off‑season will be allowed under the following conditions:

1. Grazing will not exceed Prescribed Grazing specifications (528a).

2. Plants set out for beautification of the area will be protected from grazing or browsing.

3. Recreational facilities and scenic areas will be adequately protected.

H. 
High esthetic value areas

High Esthetic Value Areas

High esthetic value areas or areas used for other special uses shall have livestock grazing excluded when it would be detrimental to the area.

I.
Method of Exclusion

1. Natural barriers.

2. Vegetative barriers.

3. Mechanical barriers. (See specifications for Fencing (382) for specific application.)

Barriers must be strong enough to prevent use by targeted vehicles, animals or people.  Barrier life expectancy must be adequate for the intended purpose.

J.
Timing

Timing and exclusion periods must be described to accomplish intended purposes.  For maximum plant growth, use should be excluded when plant growth starts, to the first killing frost.  For extremely sensitive areas, or to protect endangered/sensitive plant and animal species, exclude use year round.

K.
Considerations
All areas should consider existing or potential liability to the planning agency or the land user based on safety, health and public relations.

Barriers may consist of both natural and artificial structures such as logs, vegetation, earth fill, boulders, fences, gates or signs.

F.
Plans and Specifications  

Specifications for applying this practice shall be prepared for each site and recorded using approved specification sheets, job sheets, narrative statements in the conservation plan, or other acceptable documentation.

3. Special Requirements

Measures and construction shall be incorporated as needed and practical to enhance wildlife values. Special attention shall be given to protecting visual resources and maintaining key shade, food, and den trees.

Installation shall be in accordance with the following drawings, specifications and special requirements.  NO CHANGES ARE TO BE MADE IN THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF NRCS.

Other Requirements

· Potential liability assessed

· Impact of the barrier on wildlife health and animal movement considered and description of any actions needed to minimize negative impacts attached.

· Barrier does not restrict public safety activities such as fire control.

· Adequate marking to safeguard human safety is provided.

· Signage meets local/state law and regulations.

4. Required Attachments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Plan Map showing location

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Designs showing alignment, width, side slopes, drainage, erosion control, surfacing, traffic safety, and construction operations.

Drawings, No.      
5. Other Attachments 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Associated Practice Specifications
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Water Quality Considerations

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Other      
6. Operation and Maintenance

Barriers will be periodically inspected and remedial repairs will be performed as needed.

This conservation practice is an asset to your farm or ranch.  This practice will need periodic operation and maintenance to maintain satisfactory performance.  The life of this practice or system is at least 10 years.  The life of this practice can be assured or extended by thorough and timely operation and maintenance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Immediately repair any damage from vandalism.

Specific Recommendations For Your Installation
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