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Grass Buffer Strips

Permanent strips of grass or grass-legume mixtures arranged as nearly as possible on the contour, placed on the most erodible segment(s) of the field.

Purposes

This practice may be applied as part of a resource management system to support one or more of the following:

· Reduce sheet and rill erosion

· Reduce transport of sediment and other water-borne contaminants down-slope, on-site or off-site

· Enhance upland wildlife habitat

For this practice to be fully effective, crop rotation, nutrient and pest management, crop residue management, and other cropland practices should be considered.
Conditions Where Practice Applies

Grass Buffer Strips apply to cropland with slopes greater than 8 percent where water erosion problems predominate in Washington State, including parts of Adams, Asotin, Columbia, Douglas, Garfield, Lincoln, Spokane, Walla Walla, and Whitman counties.  This practice applies to all cropping sytems. 
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Wildlife

Grass Buffer Strips provide excellent opportunities to improve wildlife habitat by creating travel lanes that connect important habitat areas or infield escape cover.

For wildlife habitat benefits, select native or other adapted species that provide wildlife food and cover.
Operation and Maintenance

Grass Buffer Strips must be inspected periodically.  Weeds will be controlled to allow proper establishment and maintenance of the desirable species.  Fertilizer will be applied as needed to maintain plant vigor.  Mowing or grazing will be scheduled to accommodate wildlife species and to allow regrowth to planned height before the critical erosion period or crop damage is expected to occur.  Trapped material will be removed and vegetation reestablished as necessary to maintain adequate efficiency of the practice.

Specifications

Site-specific requirements are listed on the specification sheet.  Specifications included in this job sheet are based on guidance contained in the local Field Office Technical Guide Grass Buffer Strip (741) conservation practice standard.
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	Farm:
	Tract(s):
	Field(s):
	Field acres:


	Practice purpose (check one or more that apply)

	
	1
	Reduce sheet and rill erosion 
	
	4
	Enhance upland wildlife habitat

	
	2
	Reduce pollution from runoff
	
	5
	Other (specify)


	Site information

	
	Planned
	Applied

	Soil Series (phase)
	
	Row grade (%)
	
	

	Soiil Hydrologic Group
	
	Cropland Residue (%)
	
	

	Precipitation
	
	Most Erodible Slope: Percent (%) & Length (L)
	
	


	Location and Layout
	Strip1
	Strip 2
	Strip 3
	Strip 4

	Cultivated width (ft)
	
	
	
	

	Grass strip width (ft)
	
	
	
	

	Filter Strip/Field Edge (ft)
	
	
	
	

	Acres (total for each strip)
	
	
	
	


	Plant Materials Information

	Grass species/cultivar 
	Seeding rate (lb/acre) PLS
	Seeding date
	Establishment date
	Recommended fertilizer N-P2O5-K20 (lb/acre)

	Grass Buffer
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	

	Filter Strip/ Field edge
	

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	


	Site Preparation

	Prepare firm, weed free seedbed.  Direct Seeding is recommended, with no-tillage and chemical for weed control.  

	Planting Method(s)

	Disk type drills should be used with press wheels or packed after seeding.  Place seed no deeper than ½ “ when seeding.  Spring seeding is recommended  

	Operation and Maintenance

	Grass buffer strips must be inspected periodically. Noxious weeds will be controlled.  Troublesome weeds will be controlled to allow proper establishment and maintenance of the desirable species. Fertilizer will be applied as needed to maintain plant vigor.  Mowing or grazing may be scheduled to accommodate wildlife species and to allow regrowth to planned height before critical erosion period or crop damage is expected to occur.  Trapped material will be removed and vegetation reestablished as necessary to maintain adequate efficiency of the practice.  Residue levels identified in the conservation plan shall be maintained on the cropped crops to ensure soil loss is reduced and the buffers maintain their effectiveness. 





An aerial view of the field illustrating the key baseline, grass buffer and cropped area widths, topography, and field layout can be shown below.  Other relevant information, such as adjacent field or tract conditions including structures and crop types, the positioning of multiple or single row sets across a field or tract, and complementary practices, and additional specifications may also be included.

Scale 1"=_______ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size = 1/2" by 1/2")

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


“The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programsand activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600.  (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint, write USDA,Director, Office of Civil Rights,  Room 326-W, Whitten Buidling, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,  Washington, D.C., 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice of TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”
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