PRESCRIBED GRAZING SPECIFICATION


           ID-CPA- 031

STANDARD 528






    OCTOBER 2002

COOPERATOR___________________________________________ FIELD OFFICE_________________________________ 

ASSISTED BY: ____________________________________________DATE: ________________________________________
GRAZING LANDS: Rangeland [ ],      Forest Land [ ],     Irrigated Pasture [ ],     Non-Irrigated Pasture [ ], 

       Crop Aftermath [ ], 
  Riparian Area [ ], 
Wildlife Land [ ]

INVENTORY SUMMARY:

Livestock Inventory-attached [ ]; Forage Inventory-Ecological Site Index, Pasture Condition Score, etc.-attached [ ]; Livestock-Forage/Feed Balance Worksheet-attached [ ]; Number of Grazing Units (pastures, paddocks, ranges) in Grazing Plan: __________ , Acres: __________; AUMs: __________, Acres/AUM: ________, or AUMs/acre ________; Estimated Initial Stocking rate: _____________________________

Objective (Grazing Prescription): attached [ ]

Narrative- Brief description of the grazing system, attached [ ]:

Use/Management Criteria- percent utilization, stubble height, key species, key areas, range readiness, etc., attached [ ]:

Monitoring-short term/long term, attached [ ]:

Contingency- upon cooperator request, attached [ ]:

Special Considerations- attached [ ]:
Grazing Plan- sequence of moves, numbers, time, grazing schedule, etc., attached [ ]: 
Prescribed Grazing (528) - a required component of a RMS plan on any lands used for grazing.

A Prescribed Grazing Plan will include: (reference Prescribed Grazing (528) standard, NRCS, ID.)
1) A forage inventory of quantity and quality of available forage for each management unit, 

2)  An inventory of the grazing animals, 

3) Livestock-Forage/Feed Balance Worksheet (including wildlife needs), 

4) Client actual use  and season of use documentation if available, 

5)  Prescribed grazing system describing livestock movements, periods of grazing, deferment, rest,  season of use, grazing schedule, and other treatment activities for each management unit, herd movements may be shown on maps, in tables, or described in a narrative,

6)  Regrowth periods when appropriate,

7) Monitoring plan to determine trend and to make adjustments in the prescription, 

8)  Identify alternatives to deal with extremes in weather, fire, etc. (optional, see standard)

Grazing Lands-indicate the type of land(s) included in the grazing prescription.

Inventory Summary-inventories include: ecological status write-ups, similarity index, forage production, rangeland health assessment, pasture condition score worksheets, trend determinations, etc. as appropriate.  The summary is presented on the Livestock-Forage/Feed Balance Worksheet. (attached or referenced)

Objective of Grazing Prescription-describe what this prescription will accomplish such as change plant composition, improve plant vigor, restore soil stability, improve livestock health, etc.  

Prescription Narrative-explain how this prescription will accomplish the objectives through the use of the tools of rest, deferment, timing, frequency, intensity, distribution, duration, etc. (Practice narrative or attached)

Use/Management Criteria-describe the criteria the manager will use to correctly apply the prescription, when to move the cattle, when are the units ready to graze (plant and soil conditions), how much regrowth is needed, what soil conditions are needed, how long for soils dry out after irrigation, etc.  These are the criteria used for making short term management decisions to reach long term objectives.

Monitoring-describe how the manager determines if objectives are being reached and if modifications are needed.

Contingency-developed upon producer request to meet the needs of unusual climatic conditions, fire, etc.

Special Considerations-identify those special considerations incorporated into the prescription that are unique to this operation.  Special considerations may include such things as: tree plantations, livestock health, water availability, special use areas (calving, feeding, etc.), AFO/CAFO issues (can management prevent being subject to these regulations), wildlife habitat, irrigation scheduling, riparian areas, terrain, T & E species, forage quality and quantity deficiencies, poisonous plants, noxious and invasive weeds, facilitating and accelerating practices, fertility, bloat, etc.  Describe how the prescription addresses the special considerations.

Grazing Plan-simple plans may be adequately described here, in the Narrative or the practice narrative in the conservation plan, but more complex plans with multiple herds or many pastures, or multiple moves may need to be illustrated on a grazing plan map, the conservation plan map or a Prescribed Grazing Schedule Worksheet.  (Note where the plan is documented or attach plan.)

Reference: National Range and Pasture Handbook, Chapter 5,

 http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/glti/pdf/NRPH5.PDF   



