Interim Conservation Practice Standards

The revision of the National policy on Section IV of the Field Office Technical Guide and conservation practice standards (GM 450-401, subpart B, 401.17) updated NRCS policy on the use and evaluation of interim conservation practice standards.  Interim standards are to be developed by the States to address resource concerns not covered by existing conservation practice standards, or to develop and evaluate new technology.  The policy also provides for a procedure to make all interim conservation practice standards, as well as the annual evaluation reports for each practice, more widely available by posting the electronic files on the Fort Worth FTP server.. 
National Handbook of Conservation Practices (NHCP) Exhibit 2, distributed by NHCP Notice 126 in November 2001, outlines the process for developing, reviewing and approving interim conservation practice standards.  It also outlines how the interim practice standards and their annual evaluation reports will be made available on the FTP server.  With all interim standards and evaluation reports in one location, states can see which interim practices are being used, read the evaluation reports to see how well they have performed
I have now set up the file structure on the Fort Worth FTP server for posting interim conservation practice standards and their evaluation reports.  It is at:
ftp://ftp.ftw.nrcs.usda.gov/pub/nhcp/interim_practices/ 

This folder contains a file (which is also attached to this email) with the current list of interim practices and the states using them, plus two subfolders - one for the interim practice standard files and another for the evaluation reports.  Under each of these subfolders is a folder for each of the interim conservation practice standards.
Since copies of interim conservation practice standards are not kept at the National level, I am asking each state to send me copies of their interim standards, as well as the evaluation reports for those standards.  Attach them to an email addressed to  bkuenstl@ftw.nrcs.usda.gov .  I will place them on the FTP server, from which they may be downloaded by anyone interested.
If you have any questions about this process, don't hesitate to contact me. 

Bill Kuenstler  
Conservation Agronomist 

