 Conservation Reserve Program

Continuous Signup Practices
Practice Establishment Requirements                        
Fertility - Planned fertilizer rates will be 50-50-50 and 3 tons lime for introduced grasses and 0-50-50 and no lime for native grasses.  No fertility is required for Native Grasses.  Soil amendments and payments for soil amendments will be made according to a University of Kentucky or Mehlich III soil test recommendation with the exception of nitrogen and lime on native grass plantings.  Payment is not authorized for nitrogen or lime for native grass plantings.
Note:  This document reflects NRCS planning policy for the common practices available in CCRP.  Official FSA policy as well as additional eligible practices can be found in 2-CRP.    

CP-8A
Grassed Waterways

Grassed waterways will be installed according to the NRCS Grassed Waterway (412) practice standard and the 2-CRP manual.  Waterways can be vegetated out to twice the design width up to 100’.  The vegetation outside the designed width can be the same as the vegetation inside the design width or may be established according to the Filter Strip (393) standard.  Note:  Outlet must be on cropland eligibility acres to receive cost-share.
Eligibility--Cropping History and Erosion Present.

CP-9
Shallow Water Area For Wildlife 


Shallow water areas will be installed and managed according to the appropriate NRCS standards and the 2-CRP manual.  The Shallow Water Development and Management (646) practice standard shall be used to develop and manage shallow water on CP-9s.  


A 10 acre maximum is allowed per CP-9 contract with 1 CP-9 contract per tract.  However, multiple pool areas may be included on a contract as long as the cumulative contract acreage does not exceed 10 acres.   

The CP-9 must a 6” to 18” average depth and provide water for the majority of the year.

A 20’ to 120’ filer strip or riparian buffer must be established around pool areas where an embankment is not present. 

A CP-21 or CP-22 cannot be used to buffer a CP-9; the required buffer must be included in the CP-9 contract acreage.

Vegetative species in the buffer area of a CP-9 will be established according to CP-21 or CP-22 vegetative criteria.  Vegetative cover on embankments will be established according to the NRCS 646 practice standard.
Eligibility—Cropping History, somewhat poorly drained or poorly drained soils for at least 50% of the pool area and 0-2% slope.
CP-21
Filter Strips


Vegetation will be established according to the NRCS Filter Strip (393) practice standard and the 2-CRP manual. 


Seeding requirements and rates will be according to the NRCS Filter Strip (393) standard.


Filter strips may be between 20’ and 120’ wide.


Eligibility—Cropping History adjacent to an eligible sensitive land feature.

CP-22
Riparian Buffers


Riparian buffers will be installed according to the NRCS Riparian Buffer (391) practice standard. 


ZONE WIDTHS REQUIREMENTS

Zone 1 begins at the top of the bank and is 15’ wide. 


Zone 2 begins at the end of Zone 1 and is a minimum of 35’ wide to a maximum of 145’ wide for 1st, 2nd, 3rd order streams.  Fourth Order or Larger streams have a minimum of 85’ wide to a maximum of 145’.  Zone 2 minimums must occur on at least 80% of the linear length of the feature.

Zone 3 begins at the end of Zone 2 and is a minimum and maximum with of 20’ for a total buffer width of 180’ wide. 

VEGETATION REQUIREMENTS


Zones 1 and 2 must be established to trees or a mixture of trees and shrubs.


Zone 3 must be planted to a mixture of wildlife friendly cool season grass or Native Warm Season Grasses.
Tree plantings shall include at least three hard mast species that comprise >80% of the stand.  One of the hard mast species must be from the red oak family and one must be from the white oak family. 


Between 605 trees/acre with a 6’ x 12’ spacing and 681 trees per acre with 8’ x 8’ spacing shall be planted.

See the Tree & Shrub Establishment (612) standard for tree and shrub species information and additional planting requirements. 


Native Warm Season Grass plantings shall include a minimum of 4 species, at least 2 native grasses and 1lb of 4 forbs.  Introduced Grass plantings should include a minimum of 4 species with at least 2 introduced grasses and at least one legume.  All species must be planted evenly over the entire acreage devoted to the practice.  (See Table 7 of the NRCS document “Establishing Vegetative Practices in KY for specific seeding recommendations).



ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS



Zone 3 is required when the upstream land use is cropland or other land use that can contribute a high sediment load.  Zone 3 is optional when pasture, hayland, or woodland is the upstream land use.

Eligibility—Cropping History or Marginal Pastureland adjacent to an eligible sensitive area as listed in Exhibit 9 of 2-CRP.
CP-23 Wetland Restoration or CP-23A (non-floodplain)

Practice established according to the NRCS Wetland Restoration (657) practice standard.


Offer must consist of at least 51% hydric soils and be within the 100-year flood plain of a perennial stream.  CP-23A does not have to meet the floodplain criteria.

Riparian buffer or filter strip should be installed around the restored area when needed; however, the buffer should not exceed a 3 to 1 ratio of buffer to wetland. 


Restored area must be planted to trees according to 657 standard.  Hydrology restoration only required to the extent requested by the participant.
Additional incentive payment based on 25% of cost of restoring hydrology.


Eligibility—Cropping history.
CP-29   Marginal Pastureland Habitat Buffer

This practice shall be established according to the NRCS Field Border (386) practice standard and the 2-CRP manual.  

Perennial/Seasonal Streams or Ponds with Seasonal Flow----20’ – 120’ Work limits

If at least 20 feet of existing trees are present (along 80% of the stream), the remaining width shall be planted to native grass/forbs.  If the minimum of 20’ existing trees is not met, then two rows of at least 2 native shrubs shall be planted with the remaining width being planted to 3lbs (5lbs for short grasses) of at least 3 native grasses/forbs.  Shrubs shall be planted on an 8x8 or 6x12 spacing and according to the Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) practice standard.  Native grass/forbs will be established using seeding rates from Table 8 of the NRCS document “Establishing Vegetative Practices in KY”.
Karst Basins----20’ – 120’ Work limits

Sinking Streams will adhere to the Perennial/Seasonal Stream criteria under CP-29.

Shrubs are not required on closed/open karst basins or sinkhole ponds however they may be used on areas too steep for planting with a NG drill.  All areas not planted to shrubs shall be planted to native grass/forb according to Table 8 of the NRCS document “Establishing Vegetative Practices in KY”.   
Eligibility---Marginal Pastureland adjacent to an eligible sensitive feature as listed in Exhibit 9 of 2-CRP.
CP-31 Bottomland Hardwood Restoration


Establish bottomland hardwoods according to the Wetland Restoration Criteria in the Tree/Shrub Establishment (612) practice standard.  

Tree plantings shall include at least three hard mast species that comprise >80% of the stand.  One of the hard mast species must be from the red oak family and one must be from the white oak family. 


Between 605 trees/acre with a 6’ x 12’ spacing and 681 trees per acre with an 8’ x 8’ spacing shall be planted.


Offer must be within the 100-year flood plain of a perennial stream.  


Eligibility—Cropping history and statewide under CCRP.  
CP-33 Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds


Practice shall be planned and established according to Field Border (386) practice standard and 2-CRP manual.


Habitat Buffers may be between 30’ and 120’ wide around a cropland edge.


Seeding requirements and rates will be according to Table 8 & 9 in the NRCS document (Establishing Vegetative Practices in KY) unless the participant desires natural regeneration.  Plantings shall consist of 3lbs (5lbs for short grasses) of at least 3 native grasses/forbs.

Natural Regeneration with a cover crop can be applied according to the 386 Field Border NG Job Sheet.

No more than 10% of the offer can be established to shrubs.  Shrubs shall be planted on a 8x8 or 6x12 spacing according to the Tree and Shrub Establishment (612) standard.
Whole fields shall not be enrolled.  Fields less than 5 acres are not eligible, unless waived by FSA state committee.

Eligibility—Cropping history and around a cropland edge.
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